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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on 
aeronautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army , Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 
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STRANDED AVIATOR FREEZES ON DESERT 


Freezing on a desert is a rather odd bit of news, since one is accustomed 
to associating a desert with climate where the thermometer hits the high places. 
Nevertheless, this was the unusual experience recently of Lieut. Robert E. 
Selff, Air Cords, stationed at Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif. 

Not long ago, whgn "Bob": was on duty in the Materiel Liaison Section, 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, he agreed, with mental reservations, that 
the climate of a Washington winter was not so bad. But this was some. ‘time be- 
fore he embarked on his eventful flight from Rockwell Field to San Francisco, 
when he spent the coldest night of his life on barren Nevada desert land. 

"Bob" was due for a cross-country flight, and decided on San Francisco as 
his destination. He had managed to get hold of tickets for the Army-Stanford 
football game, and decided to combine business with pleasure. <Averse to doing 
things by halves, he took a tuxedo along so that he may not miss out on any 
social event taking place after the game. . 

On Friday, December 27th, "Bob" took off from Rockwell Field in his trusty 
PW-9D, with a feeling of confidence that he would make the aerial jaunt to 
"Frisco" in record time. But the fates were unkind to him. Everything seemed 
to be "hotsy totsy" when all of a sudden he became enveloped in a thick fog. 
He arose above the mist as best he could and tried to stay there. He saw what 
he thought was Mt. Diablo near San Francisco. Tho peak was sticking up through 
the fog, and he circled to the right of the mountain hoping to come down the 
bay to San Francisco. Instead, the mountain proved to be Mt. Whitney. No 
matter how high he flew, the mountain always remained several hundred feet 
higher. 

The fog then cleared just enough for him to sight a railroad track. He 
swooped down along this as close as he dared, but the track ran into a hill- 
side mine. Once more he tried to find some familiar landmark, but the gas 
tank recorded only a half hour of flight left. Near the end of that precious 
half hour he sighted what seemed to be a dry lake bed. But the bed had a shine 
to it, and he did not know whether or not water was there. "Bob" then tried a 
trick new to aviation. He swooped down over the bed, pulled his stick back, 
and let his tail skid just touch the surface. Dust flew up and he knew thas 
that no water was there, so he returned and landed. 

As is customary with forced landings, Lieut. Sclff expected to see autos 
and children run out to meet him. They still do this sort of thing in the 
back country. Instead, however, he was greeted with a silence eternal and 
everlasting, and his altimeter recorded, on the ground, 6,000 feet. 

Not having the least idea where he was, "Bob" gathered wood and built a 
fire to attract attention. He filled his cigarette lighter with the remnant 
of the gasolino left in the tank and used this for starting the blaze. He 
sprinkled the wood with gasoline he carried over in a soap container from his 
handbag. By this time his fingers ‘were numb from cold. He vointed his ship 
to the setting sun to check his compass. Using the bonfire as a spot, he 
walked through the night to a hill six miles away. From its summit he looked 
around, What he thought might be the lights of houses turned out to be stars. 
The altitude fooled him. 

Returning to his firc, "Bob" put on all the clothes he had brought along, 
three pairs of socks, an extra pair of trousers, flying suit, topcoat and 
blouse. But even with all this clothing on his person he could not keep warm. 
He dared not fall asleep for fear he would freéze to death. Beyond the fire 
and in back of him he suddenly saw objects moving around in the darkmess. A 
pack of coyotes had come to the fire. They were so close that through the 
reflection of the flames he could see their teeth when they wrinkled their 
lips. He got hold of the crank from his plane and yelled at them, but they 


‘would retreat only ‘a few yards, then return. To keep warn and to keep the 
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coyotes at a distance, he executed a war dance around the fire, shouting to 


keep warm, sometimes singing, probably such thames as the "Desert Song," "Button 


Up Your Overcoat, Turn on the Heat," ctc. But he couldn't whistle, he was 
shivering too rmch. What effect his vo.cal efforts produced on. his coyote 
audience is not recorded. 

Rebuilding the fire, he wrapped “ feet in the parachute bag and main- 
tained a tedious vigil until the stars faded with the coming of dawn and the 
baffled coyotes slunk away to their respective lairs. Sunrise found him with 
frost on his chest where his breath had. frozen. 

Leaving a note on his plane, advis ing nobody to ater there overnight be- 
cause of the cold, he started walking. ‘Aftor covering ten miles he sighted a 
dim cow trail with a weatherbeaten sign "Gilbert - 16 miles." The sign, 
however, failed to disclose the direction. By this. time he was so thirsty 
that he could hardly see. He did manage to discern a broken beer bottle near 
the edge of the trail and carried’ it.along with him to serve as a cup in the 
hope that he might find water. Then he saw another sign, reading "Tonopah - 
35 miles." But again the direction was not mentioned. Still walking he 
came to a clum> of green sagebrush. ‘The ground was moist there, and he: sank 
his beer bottle into it to catch drops and then wait for the dirt to settle. 

While thus waiting recollections. came to him of a movie he had seen which 
depicted a thirsty prospector slowly crawling along scorched desert. sand and 
reaching a water hole only to find a sign there reading: "Poison =~ Do not 
drink." "Wait a moment," he said to himself, "this water might not be- good 
after all." He walked away and watched. Presently a member of the feathered 
tribe swooped down to the sage brush, drank its fill, and flew away. "I guess 
that bird must know his business," mttered Bob, as he returned to the spot 
and proceeded to moisten his mouth with what his beer bottle had caught. 

It was now ten o'clock and so cold that the frost was still on his chest. 
Lieut. Selff, however, began shedding his clothes, carrying the monster pack 
under his arm in preference to spending another night in the open. 

That night, December 28th, as he was still walking, he saw something he 
thought was a canyon or ditch. He crawled to the edge of it to look over. 
The shiny something proved to be a highway - and: the highway was paved and 
led to a small oil station, thence a Tonopah, Nevada ,~ a small walk of 
only 38 miles. : : 
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GENERAL CRAIG INSPECTS FRANCE FIELD 


The annual inspection of France Field by the Cormmanding General, Panama 


Canal Devartment, was made on the morning of December 20th last. Major-General 


Malin E. Craig and his staff came by train from the Pacific side. An inspec~ 
tion of the planes and personnel on the flying line preceded the Review. 

An event of this inspection is noteworthy, as Mr. Lewis, the Field 
Manager for the Pan American Airways, ordered the PAA planes on the line and 
personnel standing by for inspection by the Commanding General. Mr. Lewis in- 
vited the Commanding General to include the PAA in the inspection, inasmuch as 
the PAA occupies one of the hangars of the 25th Bombardment ni smeasinaad and uses 
France Field as a terminal. 

The Commanding General, before reaching the reviewing stand, was: given - 
aerial photogravhsdepicting his arrival at Mount Hope Railroad Station and 
his arrival by automobile at.France Field. Lieut. Williams, Commanding Officer 
of the l2th Photo Section, made the pictures, and the. developing and printing 
by the Section was. made in record tine. 

The Aerial Review followed the line inspection, ‘and the flights passed in 
excellent formation. It must be remembered that General Craig is very 
familiar with Aerial Reviews, and badly spaced ‘flights would not pass without 
unfavorable comment. 

After the detailed inspection of hangars, shops and barracks, the Com 
manding General assembled all sfficers in Group Headquarters where he held a 
short critique, became acquainted with the officers who. are recent arrivals 
in the Department, and departed for Quarry Heights ‘on the Pacific side. 

~--000--- 


A splendid means of entertainment is being affcerded France Field person- 
nel by a small group of band members who have organizéd'a jazz band. In order 


that the entire command may enjoy this music, the orchestra plays on two 
evenings each week at the Post Movies. 
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"LIEU, MATHENY TO RECEIVE CHENEY AWARD 


For performing an outstanding-act of valor and self-sacrifice worthy of the 
highest commendation, end Lieut. William A. Matheny, Air Corps, upon the recom- 
mendation of a Board of Air Corps officers, was designated by Major-General 
James E. Fechet, Chief of the Air Corps, to receive the Cheney Award for 1929, 
which consists of a bronze plaque with the name of the recipient engraved there- 
on, an engraved Certificate of Award and $500.00 in cash. 

-The Board, which consisted of Brigadier-General William E. Gillmore, Assis- 
tant to the Chief of the Air Corps; Lieut.-Colonel Ira Longanecker, Chief of the 
Information Division, and Major L.W. McIntosh, Executive Officer in the Office 
of the Chief of the Air Corps, were unanimous in their recommendation that 
Lieut. Matheny's conduct. was the most outstanding and meritorious act performed 
by any individual eligible to receive the Cheney Award. 

The act of valor and self-sacrifice for which.the award was made occurred 
at Managua, Nicaragua, on August 30, 1929. Lieut. Matheny, withlst Lieut. 
Dwight J. Canfield and Sergeant Wright took off fram Managua, “Nicaragua, in an 
LB-6 Bomber, which was one. of four being ferried from the United States to 
Panama. for use in the Canal Zone. 

Lieuts. Canfield and Matheny were in the pilots' seats with the latter at 
the controls. . When about seven miles out of Managua, the left motor of the 
plane caught fire. Turning back, Lieut. Matheny headed for the field at 
Managua, with his right motor at full throttle in an attempt to reach it. Fly- 
ing the plane in this manner tended to overtax the motor and it froze, leaving 
the plane with no:motive power. As the altitude at this time was too low to 
permit the personnel to use their parachutes with safety, Lieut. Matheny had no 
alternative except to attempt to land the plane in the jungle. As the plane was 
about to strike the ground, Lieut. Canfield loosened his safety belt. The plane 
crashed in the jungle and its entire nose was broken off as far back as the in- 
strument board. Sergeant Wright, in the rear cockpit, was catapulted clear of 
the plane and was thrown some distance into the jungle. Immediately after the 
crash the gasoline tanks burst, and both officers were saturatod with gasoline, 
Lieut. Matheny, throw a short distance from the plane, was unhurt except fora 
few cuts on his hands. He ran clear of the wreckage, but turning to look for 
his companion saw the plane enveloped in flames with Liout. Canfield sitting at 
the side of it apparently conscious but unable to move. 

Disregarding his ow safety, he ran back to the burning plane, and by 
tugging at the clothing of —aawy Canfield assisted him to his fect and dragged 
him.away from the flamos. 

By this time Lieut. Canfield had apparently recovered from his daze and 
dashed for the opon with his gasoline-soaked clothes a mass of flames. Liout. 
Matheny then tackled him and attompted to roll him in.the wet grass in order to 
smother the flames. In so doing Licut. Matheny's clothes also caught fire. 
Licut.Canficld then extricatod himself from Licut. Matheny's endeavor to put out 
tho flames, jumped to his foot and rushod into tho jungle. 

Licut. Mathony thon attompted to smother the flames on his own body which 
wore by this time burning his flesh, and succeeded at the exponse of severe 
burns and terrible pain. Hoe thon started to search for Liout. Canfield and 
found him with the flames extinguished from his person sitting on an old jungle 
road. Both officors wore forced to wait for an hour before aid reached thom. 
Licut. Canfiold diod that night as a result of his burms. Lieut. Matheny was 
confined to the hospital for about three wocks as a result of his injurics. 

In making its rocommendation, the Board stated that tho heroism displayod 
by Liout. Matheny in disrogarding his-own safoty and running to tho assistance 
of Liout. Canfiold with tho certain knowledge of catching fire reflocts groat 
credit upon himself and moasuros up to tho traditions of tho military service, 

The Cheney Award was established in memory of First Licutenant William H. 
Cheney, Air Service, who was killed in an.air collision at Foggia, Italy, on 
January 20, 1918. The donors are Mrs. Mary L.C. Scofield, Peterboro, New 
Hampshire, and Mrs. Ruth Cheney Streeter, of Morristowmm, New Jersey, the. mother 
and sister, respectivoly, of the deceased officer. They have set aside a trust 
fund of $15, 000, the interest from which is to be used to make the award whica 
is bestowed annually by the Chief of the Air Corps for an act of valor or cx- 


_ treme fortitude or solf sacrifice in a humanitarian interest not necessarily of 


a-military, naturo but which shall have been performed in connection with air- 
craft. Officers and enlisted men of tho Air Corps, the Air Corps Reserve and, 
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in the event of a posthumous award, the widow or next of kin are eligible to , 
receive the award. Be 

Although the income from the trust fund exceeds $500.00 ner year, the re- i. 
mainder is placed in a..sinking fund for »vossible use in the event more than a 
single individual is recommended for the award. 

Lieut. Matheny is the third member of the Air Corps to receive the Cheney 
Award and, incidentally, all of these three men were, at the time of the perfor- 
mance of the deed of valor entitling them to the Cheney Award, stationed at 
Langley Field, Hampton, Va. . 

In 1927 the Cheney Award was bestowed on Master Sergeant Harry Chapman, of 
the 19th Airship Company, Langley Field, Va., for conspicuous bravery in the 
Airship ROMA disaster which occurred in February, 1921. In 1928, Lieut. Uzal 
G. Ent, Air Corps, received the award for his heroism during the National 
Elimination Balloon Race. He was aide to Lieut. Paul Evert, Air Corns, the 
pilot of the Air Corps balloon. When the bag was struck by lightning, Lieut. 
Evert was instantly killed and the balloon caught. fire. Instead of jumping 
with his parachute, Lieut. Int, at great peril to his life, remained in the 
burning balloon and endeavored to revive his companion. Being inflated with 
hydrogen gas, there was danger of the balloon exploding at any moment. 

Lieut. Matheny was born in Carrington, North Dakota, and gives his resi- 
dence as at that place. He graduated as electrical engineer from the Marquette 
University, class of 1926. During the four years of his university training he 
was employed by the Duquesne Light and Power Company, and also as a cooperative 
student with the Wisconsin Telephone Comany. He was ayoointed a Flying Cadet 
in 1928, graduated from the Primary Flying School at Brooks Field, Texas, on 
November lst of that year, and from the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, four months later. He was apnointed a end Lieutenant in the Air Corps 
Reserve, with the rating of Airplane Pilot. On May 2, 1929, he was aimointed 
a end Lieutenant. in the Air Corps, Regular Army, with station at Langley Field, 
Va.e, where he has remained. since that. date. 

---000-~~ a 
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FRANCE FIELD AIRMEN CELEBRATE 
By the News Letter Corres»ondent 


The 25th Bomoardment Squadron, stationed at France Field, Panama Canal 
Zone, recently held: their Organization Day party on the famous island adjoining 
Colon, Rewublic of Panama. This was the first squadron party for a number of 
months, and a schedule of athletic events had been prevared and approved by the 
popular Squadron Commander, Major. Lyon. ‘The schedule began at 10:30 a.m., and 
extended to 3:00 p.m. Different events were scheduled during this time so that 
there were no unoccupied periods. The first boat left the France Field boat- 
house at 10:30 a.m., with Major Lyon; the Post Adjutant, Captain A,E. Jones, and 
Lieut. "Mike" Horton aboard as an advance party to inspect the vicnic grounds ; 
and kitchens. 

After the inspection the races began and continued the rest of the morning. 
The France Field band, accompanied the participants with music. The first selec- 
tions of the band were rendered in military style - standing. The heat, how 
ever, became very oppressive and the msicians were so overcome that towards the 
middle of the afternoon it was necessary for them to remain seated on the 
ground while playing. 

All officers of the post had received invitations to attend the festivities 
and by half past twelve they were there en masse and enjoying the hospitality 
of the Bombardment Squadron. It was, indeed, a beautiful scene among the palm 
trees in a tropical setting, soft breezes and sunshine. There is no question 
about the soothing influence of such a tropical scene, and it is vractically 
impossible to stay awake for any length of time in such surroundings. This was 
especially evident after everyone had partaken of the excellent luncheon served 
by the Mess Sergeant and cooks of the Squadron. 

In connection with this party, mention mst be made of the courtesy ex- 
tended by the Naval Air Station in furnishing a motor sailer and crew to trans- 
port men from France Field to Manzanillo Island and return, 

. ---000--— 


‘In_the contribution to the News Letter from the 115th Obs. Squadron, Calif. 
National Guard, Griffith Park Airport, Los Angeles, an invitation is extended to 
all pilots in the Services to drop in on them at any time. "You are welcome to 
all facilities at our disvosal," says our Corresvondent, "and we shall be honor- 
ed to have you with us. Please pass the word around. ! 
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ENGINUDRING-SUPPLY CONFERENCE:-AY WRIGHT FIELD. 


A total of 35 officers assembled’ at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, on 
January 13th for the Ingineering-Supply Conference which started on that day, 


' contiming until January 17th. 


“The discussions included all engineering and supply problems, failures of 
materiel, corrections for faulty operation, and changes for a new program. 
Each major Air Corps station was renresented by two officers, one for sunply 


and one for engineering. 


The conference was opened by an address by General Foulois, who outlined 
the plans. Groups of officers were then formed for visiting the different 


engineering branches for conference. 


in charge of arrangements. 


a dane S. Vv. Finter was liaison officer 


The Air. Corps fields were wenemeunteit as follows: 


Fort Crockett, Texas: © 
Captain S. J. Idzorek 





. Lieut. John F. Whiteley 


Lieut. J. L. Davidson 
Brooks Field, Texas: 
Lieut. Clifford C. Nutt 
Lieut. James Flannery 
Kelly Field, Texas: 
Lieut. Delmar H. Dunton 
Lieut. A. L. Jewett. : 
Middletown, Pa., Air Denot: 
Major J. H. Houghton 
Captain Ray A. Dunn 
Captain M. G. Estabrook 
Lieut. R. G. Harris 
San Antonio; Texas, Air Depot: 














Major A. W. Robins 
Lieut. E. V. Harbeck . 


- Lieut. E. V. Webster 


Lieut. C.E. Thomas, Jr. 
Mitchel Field, New York: 

Captain 4A. E. Simonin 

Captain F. F. Christine 
Langley Field, Va. 








‘Lieut. K.D. Wolfe 


Lieut. R. V. Ignico 
Livut. C. W. O'Connor 


March Field, Calif.: 
Captain R. B. Walker : 
lst Lieut. H. B. Cpandler. 

Chanute Field, Ill.: 
Lieut. Robert S.. Heald 
Lieut. N. R. Laughinghouse 
Lieut. W. M. Lanagan © 

‘Scott Field, Bellevilic, Ill. 
Captain E. S. Schofield 
Captain Roger S. McCullough 

Rockwell Air Devot, Calif. 
Major A. L. Sneed 
Lieut. C.P. Kane 
Lieut. R. Baez 
Lieut. Edward M. Robbins 

. Office Chief of the Air cores 
Major Frank M.° Andrews 
Major Frederick L. Martin 
Captain Elmer E. Adler ia 
Lieut. L. P. Whitten | 

Selfridge Field, Michigan: 
Cantain A. J. Etheridge 




















This was the second of these arinual. conferences to be held at the 
Materiel Division, and their continuance seems a definite adoption. The inter- 
change of experience, between engineering and supply ‘officers stationed in all 
parts of the United States and the technical. force at the Division responsible 
for the equinment sent out to these various stations is of inestimable mtual 


benefit and, as a result, of great advantage to the Air Corps as a whole. 
Officers of the various fields come into closer touch with the general . 
aims and plans striven for in.the improvement and development of equipment and 
naterials and, by discussions of the difficulties encountered in service, bring 
to the development center first hand knowledge of flying needs which influence 
the research and experimental programs. Such a convention cannot but increase 
the understanding of a large body of diversified workers as well as add to the 
spirit of cooperation, | 
‘ese 


ALLOTMENT OF OFFICERS 10 AIR CORPS TACTICAL SCHOOL 


The Secretary of War has directed that ten officers of arms other than 
the Air Corps be detailed to the Air.Corps Tactical School, Langley Field, Va., 
as students for the 1930-31 school year. The allotment to the different arms 
of the service is as follows: Two officers each 6§ the Infantry, Field Artil- 
lery, Cavalry and Coast Artillery, and one officer each of the Corps of - 
Engineers and the Signal Corps. : 

The officers to be detailed must be of the grade of senior captain or 
above, graduates of the advanced courses in their respective service schools 
or the Command and General Staff School, and mst have signified their willing 
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ness to be placed on duty involving flying. They will not be required to pass | 
the special examination for flying, but only officers who are in good physical | 


senkehten Will be detailed, in view of the fact that they are roquired to par- | 


ticipate as observe:s in flying missions.’ 

While the number of officers detailed for the 1930-31 course is the sane 
as for the 1929-30 course, the ajlotaent to the various arms is different. 
In-1929 only the Infantry, Ficelaéhc laotdiry field officers were detailed to 
the.Air Corps Tactical School. This year the Coast Artillery, Signal Corps 
and Corps of Enginecrs have been added. 

--0000-- 


SOLDIERS MEDAL FOR LIEUT. MATHENY. 


Acting on the recommendation of Major Hugh J. Knerr, Conmanding the 2nd 
Bombardment Group at Langley Field, Va., that Lieut. William A. Matheny, Air 
Corps, be awarded the Soldiers Medal for his heroic conduct following an 
airplane crash near Managua, Nicaragua, which recommendation was approved by 
the Chief of the Air Corns, the War Department, in a commnication dated Jan. 
23, 1920, stated that, after careful consideration, Lieut. Matheny had been 
aie this decoration with the following citation: . : 

. : "William A. Matheny, second lieutenant, Air Corps, United States 

Army. For heroism when an LB6 airplane crashed and burned near Managua, 

~~. Niearagua, August 30, 1929. ‘The airplane piloted by Lieut. Dwight 
| Genfield'and Lieut. Matheny, one of four being ferried to the Canal Zone, 
i €rashed, due to leaking gasoline and fire in one of the motors. Both 
. Officers were thrown free of the airplane at the time of the crash and 

Lieut. Matheny after running a few steps looked back and saw Lieut.. 

Canfield on’ the ground near the burning plare and unable to move.. At 

great pergonal risk, kncwing that both of them were drenched with 

Gasoline, he ran back and assisted Lieut. CanTield to “Ais feet, the 

Clathing af both catching fire. He then attempted to extinguish the 

flames from the clothing of Lieut. Canfield by rolling him in the 

wet grass, after which he extinguished the flames from his own clothing. 

Lieut. Matheny received painful and severe burns and Lieut. Canfield 

died later from the burns received. The heroism dispiayed by Lieut. 

Matheny reflects great credit on himself and the military service." 

In the concluding paragraph of the commnication,.above referred to, it 
is stated that these medals are not yet ready for issue, but when they are 
available the necessary steps will be taken to cause the medal to be presented 
to Lieut. Matheny at a suitable time. 

---000-—— 


FLYING INSTRUCTORS' SCHOOL OPENS 


| ‘The Air Corps Training Center Instructors’ School opened at Kelly Field, 
San Antonio, Texas, on January 15th. The course will last for six weeks. 
Captain J. K. Cannon is in charge of the school, assisted by Lieuts. J. S. 
Griffith, B.D. Knapp, C.W. Davies, H.C. Wisehart and G. E. Henry. 
A total of nineteen officers from various Air Corps statisns reported 
at the Training Center to take the course, viz: 


end Lieut. G. R. Acheson end Lieut. Richard H. Lee 
end Lieut. James TW. Andrew end Lieut. George H. MacNair 
and Lieut. F. A. Armstrong end Licut. A. L. Moore 

.. @nd Lieut. Albert Boyd end Lieut. I. M. Palmer 
end Lieut. M. M. Furnside end Lieut. E. P. Rose 
end Lieut. C. W. Davies end Lieut. BE. A. Sanborn 
end Lieut. C. D. .Fator end Lieut. W. P. Sloan 

-2nd Lieut. 0. C. George end Lieut. K. E. Tibbetts 
end Lieut. G. BE. Henry . end Licut. M. M.. Towner 


end Lieut. A.M. Kelley ; 
---000-—~ 


ARMY AIRMEN EXCEL IN PALO 
Driving the ball between the goal »osts to score in the last 20 seconds 


of play gave the Air Corps Training. Center a victory over the Third Infantry 
=260 V~5980, A.C. 
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Brigade in the final match of the tournament on January 5th. 

It was not until the third chukker that the Air Corps were able to score, 
ywnen Lieut. George Beverly drove the willow down the field and through the goal. 
As the second half opened, the Airmen were holding down the short end of a 
4 to 2 score. While the defense checked the Infantry scoring drives, Lieut. 
Craw scored for the airmen in the fifth chukker andtvice in the sixth, to give 
them a temporary lead. But Capt. Coulter of the Infantry. shot a beauty to. tic 
the score at 5-all shortly afterward. 

Both sides scored again in the seventh, Lieut. Bovorly giving the Ade 
Corps a temporary lead which Capt. Coulter tiod again with anothor accurate 
swing of the mallet. ‘The cighth was merely a duolication of the seventh 


’ chukker, as Capt. Coulter scored his fifth goal of the game for the Infantry 


only to have Lieut. Beal tie the score again just as the game ended. 
Hard and fast driving featured the final period. The ball was in the 
very mouth of the Air Corps goal, but Licut. Craw raked it away and accompanied 
it on a mad pace down the field, where Lieut. Beal with a backhand stroke made 
a beautiful shot to score and thus win the contest. 

~--000--- 


COMMERCIAL AVIATION OFFICIALS CONSULT AIR CORPS ENGINEERS 


Among the leading representatives of the aircraft industry to come to 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, recently to consult with engincers of the Matoriel 
Division were E. N. Gott and C.T. Porter of the Keystone Company; Victor E. 
Bertrandias and A.N: Gassner of the Fokker Aircraft Cornoration; Tf. E. 
Tillinghast of the Pratt and Whitney Company; E.E. Aldrin of the Standard Oil 
Development Company; W.H. Nunns, Wright Acronautical Corporation; C. P. Lyon, 
Thomas-Morse Aircraft Corporation; F.H. Russell, Arthur Nutt, 7.P. Wright and 
Burdette S. Wright of the Curtiss Company; Gordon T. Waite of the Alliance 
Aircraft Corporation; C.V. Johnson of the Bondix Brake Company; N.H. Gilman of 
the Allison Engineering Company and F.W. Caldwell of the Hamilton Steel | 


' Propeller Company. 


~--000—.. 
EXTENDED CROSS¥COUNTRY FLIGHT BY LIEUTENANT THORPE 


Between the dates of niente 26th and January 1st, 2nd Lieut. Clarence 
S. Thorpe, Air Corps, of March Field, Riverside, Calif., accompanied by Private 
Norman B. Estabrook, 47th School Squadron, made an extended cross-country flight 
to Spokane, Washington, and return, via Las Vegas, Nevada; Salt Lake City, Utah; 
and Eoise, Idaho, on the outward journey, and via Pasco, Washington; Corning, 
Calif., and Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., on the return 
journey. Lieut. Thorpe's ‘report covering this flight is as follows: 

left March Field, Calif., on December 26, 1929, at 10:50 a.m. A course 
was flown via Cajon Pass to Bakersfield, Calif., where it. was observed that the 
entire valley was filled with a heavy ground fog, making. it necessary to change 
the course toward Las Vegas, Nevada, at 2:20 p.m. Gas and oil were obtained 
from tho Standard Oil Company, and the plane was then flow to the new Depart- 
mont of Commerce field: which is located about eight miles cast of town. This 
field is in good condition and is made up of three runways in the shapo of an 
isosceles triangle. Gas and oil ‘will be obtained at this field in the near 
future. <A radio station is maintained there by the Western Air Express with an 
operator on ‘duty 24 hours every day. 

Left Las Vogas, Nevada, at 9:40 a.m., December 27th, and a straight course 
was flow to Salt Lake City, Utah, where a landing was effected at 2:00 p.m, 
at the Municipal Airdrome. Excellent weather was encountered en route. 

The flight took off from Salt Lake City, Utah, at 8:55 a.m., December 
28th, and a straight course was flow to Burley, Idaho, and thence to Boise, — 
Idaho, where a landing was made on the Municipal Airdrome at 12:05 p.m. The 
plane was serviced and a take-off was made at 12:40 p.m. The route of the |. 
Varney Air Lines was. followed via. Bakor, Oregon; La Grande, Oregon, and Pasco, 
Washington, to Spokane, Washington, whore the, flight landed at 3:55 p.m. on 
Felts Field. Excellent weather was encountered en route. 

At 8:55 a.m., December 31, 1929, left Spokanco, Washington, and proceoded 
to Pasco, Washington, where the plane was serviced after the landing at 10:35, 


a.m. The Pasco Field is used by the Varnoy Air Lines and is in.good condition. 
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A take-off “as made from Pasco at 10:55 4.m., and 4 compass course Was flown to 
Corning, California, whore a. landing was made at 2:35 p.m. The Corning Field 
is large, in excellent condition, and cquipped for rapid servicing. The plane 
took, off at. 33:10 oem. from Corning, California, and was flown straight to Crissy | 
Field, Calif., where a landing was made at 4:00 p.m. The weather throughout the | 
lay was. excellent. a. 
4% . . Left Crissy Field on January 1st, -at 9:30 a.m., and a straight course was 

flown to Bakersfield, Calif., thence through Tehachapi Pass and Cajon Pass to 
March Field, Calif., where a landing was made at 12:50 p.m. ‘The usual ground 
fog was present over the valley north of sskorsfieli,' otherwise the weather was 
excellent. 

Jn 02-K Douglas plane was-used. in this fligkt and it functioned perfectly 

in wey respect. ; 


i 


ateiiae ° 
LARGE CLASS OF INLISTZD MEN TO UNDERGO FLYING TRAINING 


Of the 239 candidates selected by the Chief of the Air Corps to begin 
training March lst at the two Primary Flying Schools of the Air Corps at Brooks [ 
Field, San Antonio, Texas, and Marcli Field, Riverside, Calif., 49 are enlisted Ee 
men of the Regular Army, constituting the highest number from the ranks to 
be members ofa starting flying class ee the’ operation of these schools.under 
-,-peace-time conditions. 

Among the-122 new students to be: ‘eetiinat at “March Field, 12 are enlisted 
men of the Air Corps and three enlisted men from the Infantry. MNunibered among 
the.117 students to attend the Decks Field School are 32 enlisted men of the Air 
Corps, one from the Infantry and one from the Medical Department. 

: Pursuant to orders fromthe War Department, the enlisted men have been 
ordered to reyort to the Commandantsof the respective schools not later than 
February 28th for appointment as Flying Cadet and assignment to- the class start- 
ing training. the following day. . : Nahes and present stations of these men are 
enumerated below, as follows: : f 
To March Field 
Private James P.. McReynolds, 24th Airship Company, Scott Field, Ill. 

. Wm. QO. Carlson, 94th. Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mich. 

. Willard D. Clark, 27th Pursuit Squadron, " . . 

". Valter Harvey Gould; 15th Obs. Squadron, " 

"Walter C. Newland, 94th Pursuit Squadron, " . i 

" “. Albern 2. Swanson, 16th Obs. Squadfon, Marshall Field, Kansas. 

" Joseph. 3..Donnelly,..9lst Obs. Squadron, Crissy Field, Calif, ~ 

“Donald .M: Kessler, +46th School Squadron, ame Field, onl at. 
. "Albert C, Reed, 54th School Squadron, 
" , Wade H. Westmoreland, 54th School Squadron " ° , 
."-*. Thomas Moreland Ulery, 3rd Infantry, Fort Snelling, Minn. 
". Jacob A, Wahl, Egrs. Co. 17th Infantry, Fort Crook, Neb. 
" . Forrest-:L. Gorin, Hgrs. Co. 30th Infantry, Presisio of San Francisco. 
/" " Willard G. Heberling, Schofield Barracks, Honolulu, T.H. (A.C.) 
cepa Jason R. an, 4.C., Schofield -arracks, Honolulu, T.H. 


LPS ae To Brooks Field 
Private Elias Z. Keller, Sth Obs. Squadron, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
PFC: . Richard: J. Close, Air Corns Detachment, Tolling Field, D.C. 
Private: Robert T. Miller, 2nd Doribardment Group Haqrs., Langley Field, Va.. 
. Joe VY. Cotton, 22nd Obs. Squadron, Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala. 
PFC . Senjanin F. Lowery, 22nd Obs. Squadron, Maxwell Field, Ala. 
.Private Albert A. Rice, 22nd Obs. ‘Squadron, Maxwell Field, Ala. 
" Theodore 3. Taylor; Jr., Air Coros Technital Sehool, Chanute Field, fil. 
“7.8 Lloyd.C. Waldorf, Air Corps Technical School, Chanute, Field, I11. 
Corporat James R. Rogers, 88th Obs., Squadron, Pos + Field, Fort Sill, Okla 
Private Loygl‘Sowder, esth Observation Squadron, Post Field Fort Sill, Okla. 
.™ -. Elmer F.’ Diamond, ‘Jr;,' 20th Photo Section, Brooks Field, Texas. 
coi": James F..Dodds, 52nd’ School ‘Squadron, Brooks Field, Texas. 
fl. . Bather. J. Fairbanks , ‘11th School : Grow ‘Hars. ; Srooks Field, Texas. 











"" “Troy Eli Frost, Boe Oe are mele . 
M Claud C; Han, ft ee Ft ey ate ae ® " a es " 
Tee Archie T. Lyon, ake es Bence Ce Ses Bae ste la 


2M. Donald D: Stow. PP oy Pa a. See Coe Ae “the Ss Fae get 
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To Drooks Field (Gontinued) 


reivate Addison HE. Taker, 90th — oer mace aes PORTS Texas. 
Ottis Doboitt, " Zs " 

PFC Fred W. Huston, 60th " " . * . 
Private Leo 0. Miller, 8th " ” " ® ° 

nd Ben T. Stogner, 3rd Attack Grown Hqrs. . ” 7 

. Hugh A. Sruce, 48th School Squadron, Kelly Field, Texas. 

bs Michel M. Des Marias, 40th School Squadron; Kelly Field, Texas. 
PFC Earl W. Gessner, 40th." i" " ° 
Private Quincy L. Hardy, 40th ad ‘* ° . ” 
Corporal Norman M. Jackson, 10th School Group. Hars.. " " . 
Private William 3.. Showalter, 48th School Squadron, '" . “ 

. Robert L. Springer, 24th School. Wing Hars. . " . 

s Harry H. Weiner, 42nd School Squadron, . ” 

John W. Welch, 41st School Squadron, . ” " 
PFC Volley J. Williams, 48th School Squadron, " n° . 
Private William F. Leahy, Medical Dept., Fort Ethan Allen, Vermont. 
PFC Herman D. Corey, Howitzer Co. 29th Inf., Fort Benning, Ga. 

--~000--- 





REDUCTION IN THE COST OF AIR TRAVEL 


The Western Air Express, with headquarters at Los Angeles, Calif., has 
effected a reduction in transportation rates on their lines to conform to a 
fare equal to rail and Pullman rates for the benefit. of Federal officials and 
employees. As a result of this new transyortation rate schedule it will be 
possible for those connected with the government to travel by air at. rail - 
and Pullman rates over the Western Air Express, the Standard Air Lines, West 
Coast Express, and Mid-Continent Air Express. The latter three named are asso- 
ciate companies to Western Air Express. 

The above-named air lines serve the following points: Kansas City, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle, Portland, Salt Lake City, San Diego, Agua .- 
Caliente, Santa Catalina Island, El Paso, :Phoenix, peneeereem: Pueblo, Denver, 
Amarillo, Wichita, Cheyenne and intermediate points. 

Special schedules and rates Have been prepared for the use of government 
officials and employees, and agents of. these | four companies have been instruct- 
ed to honor the usual transportation vouchers. 

Amouncement was recently made by the Aviation Corporation of a sweeping 
reduction in transportation rates on its entire system of air lines on a level 
comparative with railroad and Pullman fares and, in some cases, lower. The 
lines affected are those of Universal Aviation Corporation; Colonial Air 
Transport, Inc.; Embry-Riddle Aviation Corporation and Southern Air Transport, 
Inc., which compose the largest system of air lines in the United States, the 
planes of which fly more than 20,000.miles daily in scheduled service. 

This sweeping reduction follows a temporary experimental slash.of fares on 
the Universal passenger lines which resulted in an almost immediate large in- 
crease in passenger travel over their lines. 

In the opinion of Robert J. Smith, general traffic manager of the corpora- 
tion, this experiment showed where the "E" should be placed in the word describ- 
ing the retarding influence of air travel. It was "farE" instead of "fEar." The 
experiment demonstrated that passengers will travel in mich larger numbers if 
the fare approximates that of train and Pullman.. 

"The one -great question mark which has ‘been. staring at air line operators 
was whether it was fare or fear that delayed general accevtance of air travel," 
continued Mr. Smith. "We are sure now it was fare. We expect to see an inme- 
diate great increase in air travel over the country and we believe this 
increased passenger traffic will demonstrate conclusively that air travel is 
worth more to the public than slcwer forms of trans»d0rtation." 

The new rate schedule for passenger transportation over the lines above 
mentioned is virtually half that of the old one and, in some cases, the reduc~ 
tion in fare is as much as 60 percent. 

"Increased air travel which is bound to. fellow the reduction of fares," 
said Mr. Hamilton, operating vice president of the Aviation Corporation, "will 
serve to stimulate the aviation industry as a whole. It will mean the increased 
use of present airline equipment and very probably make necessary the purchase 
of new and larger airplanes and the employment of more pilots and personnel." 
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COURSES OF INSTRUCTION FOR SECOND BOMBARDMENT GROUP 


Through the cooneration of the Air Corps Tactical School, an interesting 
and instructive series of courses have been outlined for officers of the 2nd 
Bombardment Growp at Langley Field, Va. These courses and the respective in- 
structors are as follows: , 


Infaritry ... Le ere’ we erat ae + ww oer DB. Beneter, Daentey 
Field Artillery: Ge woe bi wosta aup vote « AOD BG, . Fane. Fees Os, 
.Combat Orders ... lst Lt. K.N. Walker, A.C. 

Use of Federal Troops in Civil Disturbances Major L.S. Frasier, Infantry 
Visual Inspection, Air Corps. :... .. . Ist Lt- H.A. Bivins, A.C. 
ey ke ee ei es wa we oe ee oe os ORB Bete, Comes. 
Coast Artillery. ... - + «:e + «© » » Major E.H. Metzger, Coast Art. 
Air Corps Tactics (Pursuit). — = ss » « BO. C.L. Meeeil. 6.6. 

Air Corps Tactics (Zorbardnont). lst Lt. K.N. Walker, A.C. 


Thé 2nd Lombardment Group has started $0 work on instruction bombing as it 
is authorized in the season's training program. With a mark of 492 out of-a 
possible. 500 points, 2nd Lieut. Edwin L. Tucker recently secured the highest 
score to date. The bombers are using 100-nound demolition bombs. and are . 
dropping eight of thom from 5,000 feet and eight from 8,000 feet. When all 
officers shall have completed their instruction bombing, the next thing on the 
“program will be bombing for record. 

a 


FOG PROVES IMPENETRASLE BARRIER 


Forced by adverse weather iabiiteales to return to Rockwell Field an hour 
and a half after they had taken off for Tucson, Arizona, or Harry C. Clark, 
of San Diego, Calif., and Colonel Ed. Fletcher, San Diego's foremost good road 
enthusiast, were prevented from attending a meeting of the Tucson Chamber of. 
Commerce, scheduled for January 7th, and held in the interest of a paved high- 
way across Arizona to connect: San.Diego and Southern California. 

Mayor Clark and Colonel Fletcher, in.an Army Douglas C2, took off from 
Rockwell Field at 11:00 a.m., piloted by Lieut. Turrows. Circling for eleva- 
tion over the city of San Diego, the plane reached an altitude of ap roximately 
8,000:feet. Fog hung over the city up to an altitude of more than 12,000 feet, 
it was reported, and presented a barrier of mist that could not be penetrated 
with safety. With the plane headed South, it was forced to turn back by rain 
and snow over the mountains in the vicinity of Tecate, Mexico. With every 
mountain pass clogged by fog, rain or snow,.the plane was forced to return to 
Rockwell Fiéld. ; 

' ---000--- 


ADVANCED SCHOOL STUDENTS SEEK REGULAR ARMY COMMISSIONS 


Out of the class of 84 students attending the Advanced Flying School at 
‘Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, 63 have made anplication for examination for 
appointment as second lieutenants in'the Air Corps, Regular Army. The prelin- 
inary examinations were held on January 16th and the final examinations will 
be held February 17th to 22nd. 

A total of 78 Flying Sadie out of the 84.above mentioned, attending the 
Advanced Flying School, have made a> lication for extended active duty with a 
tactical: unit of the Air Corps. This class has the largest mnunber of applicants 
for active duty of any graduating class of the Kelly Field School. 

--- 000--- 


ENGINEERING SCHOOL STUDENTS RESUME STUDIES 


Students of the Air Corps Ingineering School at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, 
returned to their studies on Jamary 6th after their two weeks mid-year holiday. 
The course which opened on July 1, 1929, closes June 30, 1930, The miscellane- 
ous subjects have been completed in, the. six months just passed, and concentra- 

. tion. during the next six months-will be directed on aerodynamics and the design 
courses, such as airplane, aircraft engine and propeller design. Eleven student 
officers are enrolled in the present class. 
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THE ARCTIC PATROL FLIGHT OF THE FIRST PURSUIT COE 


The First Pursuit Group of the Army Air Corps, under the command of Major 
Ralph Royce, which for nearly a month was engaged in a winter test flight from 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., to Spokane, Washington, returned to their 
home station on the evening of Jamuary 29th. 

The question as to whether the Pursuiters gained ample experience in flying 
and handling their planes under severe weather conditions can be very emphatic- 
ally answered in the affirmative. They had many hard tussles with Old King 
Boreas with his sub-zero blasts. There were a. few mishaps and several of the 
pilots were rendered hors. de combat. Happily, there were no serious accidents, 
and the men who ‘participated in the flight, after they have thawed out, will no 
doubt look back on their long jaunt through the frigid Northwest as the experi- 
ence of a lifetime. Stationed as they are at Selfridge Field, where the weather 
is anything but. mild, it may require some time ‘before the thawing cut process: ~ 
is completed.. 

One plane was lost during this flight, being damaged beyond repair when 
Lieut. Warburton crashed near Beach, N.D., in a raging blizzard. The pilot suf- 
fered injuries which, however, were not of a serious nature. 

Among the many things which the Pursuiters learned from this flight, one 
was that plumbers are utilizing an article in their stock in trade which is 
extremely valuable in connection with winter flying -the firepot. They now have 
a very high regard for this implement, hitherto considered of use in heating 
soldering irons, melting lead, etc. Using these firepots, the Army pilots were 
able to start. their cold motors with little difficulty. The next time a flight 
is made in the dead of winter there will no doubt be a popular demand for this 
article in the plumbing supply line. 

There have been some comments on the difficulties which the Pursuit Group 
encountered while flying in the cold weather. It was pointed out that the mail 
planes had been making their scheduled flights without any trouble of this 
nature. One must not lose sight of the fact, however, that.the mail planes 
start en their flights from heated hangars, whereas the Army pilots were con- 
ducting their operations in the open. Furthermore, it is much easier to start 
the engine of one plane than 22 of them. 

The planes which the Army pilots flew on this Arétac Patrol Flight, that 
is ta say, 18 of them, were the small single-seater fighters, built especially 
for quick maneuvering, equipped with a powerful motor, and carrying two 
machine guns and 100 gallons of gasoline. 

The "Arctic Patrol," as this flight was referred to, involved a total dis- 
tance of approximately 3,500 miles. The forces arrayed against King Winter 
comprised a total of 23 pilots, about 20 mechanics, 18 Pursuit planes, three 
Cargo planes and one Observation plane. All of these planes were equipped with 
skiis instead of the conventional landing wheels, in view of which fact such 
landing fields as were cleared of snow were studiously avoided. One of the 
Cargo planes was equipped with radio receiving and sending apparatus, which 
were operated on two wave lengths, 32.5 and 54 meters. 

While the primary purpose of the Arctic Patrol was to test the efficiency 
of planes, personnel and equipment under the most severe winter conditions, the _ 
secondary object was to ebtain first-hand experience on the value of shert-wave 
radio in connection with Army Air Corps operations in remote sections and :; 
covering long distances. Thus, when the First Pursuit Group took the air on 
January 10th, another short-wave radio station sprang into existence (Station 
AB6) which added a new element of interest to the Amateur Radio Operators or 
"Hams," as they are generally kmowm:; Members of the American Radin Relay League 
deserve commendation for ‘the whole~hearted cooperation they extended in aiding 
the communications end of this big project of the Pursuiters. 

The communication terminals were in charge of F.E. Handy, of the American 
Radio Relay League, Hartford, Conn.; Captain Frank E. Stoner, U.S. Army Signal 
Corps; B. R. Cummings of the Radio Engineering Department, General Electric Co., 
Schenectady, New York. Mr. H. J. Adamson, assistant to the Hon. F. Trubee 
Davison, Assistant Secretary of. War for.Aeronautics, was on board the Observation 
plane and in charge of commnications.. Staff Sergeant Harry E,. Wilson was the 
Radio Operator. 7 aie 

The Army pilots who flew the Pursuit planes were Major Ralph Royce, lst 
Lieuts. Alden R. lt Kenneth A. Rogers, Marion L. Elliott, Paul W. Wolf, 
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Cecil E. Henry, 2nd Lievwts. Charles A. Harrington, Ernest K. Warburton, Ralph 
C. Rhudy, Austin A. Straubel, Donald L. Putt, Norman D. Sillin, Paul 8. 
Wartsmith, Theodore M: Bolen, Edward H. Underhill, Homer L. Sanders, Paul M. 





Jacobs and Robert K. Giovannolli. First Licut. James E. Duke piloted.the Radio 
C-9 airplane, accomanied by nine mechanics; 2nd Lieut. Paul E. Shanahan,the 


Transport C-9, accompanied by nine mechanics; lst Lieut. Ennic C. Whitehead, the i 


0-2 Observation plane, accompanied by Mr. H.J. Adamson; and 2nd Lieuts. Edwin. 
R. French and D. om Lowry, Jr. , the Douglas Transport C1, accompanied by two 
mechanics. 


According to: the flight itinerary, the First Pursuit Groun was petite: to | 


depart from Selfridge Field on the morning of Jamuary 8th, stopping at St .Ignace,} 


Miah. at noon, and at. Duluth, Minn., via Hancock, Mich., overnight; January 


. 
9th, Grand Forks, N.D.’, at noon, Minot, N.D., overnight; January 10th, Glasgow, 


Montana, at noon, Great Falls, Montana, via Havre, overnight; January 11th, 
Kalisnell, Montana, at noon, Spokane, Washington, destination. 


Departing from Spokane, Washington, Jamuary 13th, the Group was. scheduled - 


to stom at Helena, Montana, at noon, and Miles City, Montana, overnight; January. 
14th, Bismarck, N.D., at noon, Fargo, N.D., overnight; January 15th, Minneapolis, 
Minn., at noon, Sencen, Wisconsin, overnight; January 16th, Escanaba, atte acl 
at noon, Selfridge Field, same day. ' 

Jack Frost and Old King Boreas were not kindly disposed towards the ; 
Pursuiters, not only delaying their departure from Selfridge Field two days but. 
otherwise impeding their »nrogress so that they were almost two weeks behind . 
schedule when they finally returned to their home station. 

January 8th ushered in a heavy sleet which resulted in all of the 22 jcatinn 
being covered with a coating of icc, and a take-off was out of the question. 
With the tenmerature barely at freezing, the heavy radio plane was in danger of 
sinking through the ice of Lake St. Clair. The entire personnel of Selfridge. 
Field worked all night getting the ship out of danger and dragging it to dry 
ground. The right wheel of the plane was entirely under water. 


Jamiary 10th: The 18 Pursuit planes devarted from Selfridge Field at 9:05 
ame, bound for St. Ignace, Mich. One C9 Transvort plane departed at 11:30 
a.m., and another one at 2:20 p.m. The 02-K plane, with Lieut. Ennis C. 
Whitehead as pilot and Mr. H. i Adamson, passenger, was unable to depart, due : 
to motor trouble. The Pursuit ships reached St. Ignace at 11:25 a.m, and 
Duluth, Minn., at 3:20 p.m. One Ford Transport and one Douglas Transport. 
arrived at Munising at 4:00 p.m. The Ford Radio »lane arrived at St. Ignace. 
at 5:10 ».m. : 


January llth: Lieut. Whitehead with Mr. Adamson departed from Selfridge. 
Field for St. Ignace at 8:40 a.m. The 18 Pursuit planes arrived at Minot, N.D. 


January 12th: ‘With the temperature 20 degrees below zero, the Group.at- 
tempted to start their planes for the next leg of their flight. ‘The rear end 
of the crankcase of Lieut. Bolen's plane was torn out by the starter because 
the motor was too’ cold to turn over, and it was decided to wait for the arrival 
of. the transport with the heaters.: One Ford Transport and one Douglas Transport 
arrived in the afternoon. Licut. Rogers, who was delayed at Grand Forks with 
damaged skii, also arrived. The Douglas Trans»ort, piloted by Lieut. French, 
which was forced-down 25 miles east of Minot, due to a broken oil line, proceeded 
to Minot after the brealx vas repaired, but met’ with another mishap when the 
right axle broke in landing. 


January 13th: A new motor was diniticenet from Selfridge Field to replace 
the one in Lieut. Polen's plane which Wes | Gamaged the »revious day when an at- 
terrat was made to start it. Bie. 
|“ Whitchead with Mr. Adamson, in the 02-K, “held over at Amasa, Michigan, due to 
severe weather conditions, arrived at Wausau, Wisconsin, in the afternoon. 

The flight to Glasgow, Montana, was made in groups of three and. five 
planes, thus affording the junior officers an excellent opportunity. to. lead 
their units in winter weather. Before starting, the water and oil. were drained 
from engines and live steam injected to motors, using hot blowers actuated by 
blow torches. As a result of these heating operations, three radiators started 
leaking. The start was a long process, the Groun arriving safely at Glasgow;: 
the last plane touching the ground at 1:15 Dem, In taking off the skiis on 
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Lieut. Warburton's plane were damaged so badly that they’ were replaced by Wheels. 
Handicapped by his wheel metas gear, Licut. Warburton nevertheless made a 
nice landing. 

Just as the last plane. arrived at Glasgow, the first one took off for Great 
Falls, Montana. All but four of the planes arrived at that plane at 3:45 »o.m. 
Motor trouble necessitated Lieut. Elliott making a forced landing at Hosey, 
some 50 milcs from the nearest railroad, due to a broken piston. Overtaken by 
darkness, Licuts. Wolf, Warburton and Putt landed at Havre, Montana. During 
the flight to Great Falls, the temmerature varied from teh degrees below zero 
to five above. Some winter fog and snow flurries forced the pilots to fly at 
an altitude of 200 feet and often below that mark. ‘The level country made 
conditions ideal for flying with skiis. The pilots were revorted to be in ex- 
cellent condition, while the planes required some minor repairs on skiis. 


Jamuary 14th: It was necessary for the Pursuiters ‘to aanie'tuids departure 
from Great Falls due to snow flurries and low visibility. Aided by willing 
citizens of Great Falls, the Pursuiters worked all morning to start the motors, 
and succeeded in doing so only to find their labors wasted. City officials ar- 
ranged to have three steam boilers on the flying field the next day to facili- 
tate starting the engines. 

Lieuts. Wolf, Warburton and Putt, who landed at Havre, arrived at Kalispell, 


‘Montana, but in landing Lieut. Putt broke a skii, causing | hin to nose up and 


break the propeller. 

Lieut. Shanahan, with nine enlisted mechanics, took off in the Transport 
from Minot, landed at Glossow for gas and headed for Kalispell. Unable to get 
through the mountain pass, he had no alternative except.to land at Havre. 

In an attenmt to test the visibility, Lieut. Crawford took off at one 
o'clock, but when five miles from the landing field he was forced down to 200 
feet. The landing gear. of Lieut. Rogers! plane was broken, and steps were 
taken to revair it sented 


January 15th: It was a —_— day for the Army airmen at Great Falls. The 
temperature at the field was 32 degrees below zero when work was started in the 
morning to get the motors started. Through the use of live steam, hot Prestone 
and hot oil, seven motors. were started and the »lanes dispatched to Kalisjell, 
Montana, under Lieut. Crawford. Lieut. Sanders could not get off the ground, 
due to the condition of the skiis. The six ships, after arriving within 30 
miles of Kalispell, were forced to turn back because of fog and mountains.” 
Four planes returned to Great Falls, Lieut. Sillin being forced dowm at Brandy, 
Montana, and Lieut. Giovannolli at Power, Montana, because of exhaustion of 
gasoline. 

The Ford Transport reached Kalispell to wait the arrival of the remainder 
of the Group. Lieut. C.A. Harrington, in his dispatch, stated that the Eskimo 
garb seen at Great Falls was looked upon favorably by the pilots suffering from 
Gold and fatigued by working in stiff flying suits, also that they were raééin 
ing extromely valuable experience repairing and caring for their owm planes in 
the ficld. 

Lieut. Elliott arrived at Groat Falls aftor a 70-mile sled trip from the 
Mountains to Big Sandy, Montana. The farmer who brought Lieut. Elliott in from 
Hosey Post Office to Big Sandy came in through a raging blizzard. On arrival 
one horse dropped dead and the farmer was taken to the hospital, where he was 
reported to be in a critical condition. Arrangements were made to ship a new 
motor from Selfridge Field to Licut. Hlliott and for hini to ferry it ina. 
transport plane to his stranded plane at Hosey. 

Lieut. Duke, pilot of the Rddio plane, was renorted to be still held over 
at aa, Michigan. 


i ene 16th; Taking heed of the harrowing flight of the six planes which 
wore forced to-turn back when within 30 miles of Kalispell, the Group took all 
possible precautions before attempting to again cros¢ this wild section of the 
mountains. The officers engaged on this flight suffered extremely from the 
cold. While awaiting weather revorts, advantage was taken of the opvortunity 
to have four skiis repaired and to have the three steam ‘lines ready for start- 
ing the motors the following morning. Goggles worn by the pilots were declared 
unsatisfactory because of frosting, necessitating their flying without them. 

Lieut. Rogers was taken to a hosvital with an infected foot, while Lieuts. 
Underhill and Giovannolli suffered from frozen noses. 
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Lieut. Duke, held over at Amasa, Michigan, flew the Radio Trans»vort to 
Wausau, Wisconsin. 

One boiler supplying steam to planes froze while in operation and one of 
its piped cracked. Another boiler was suxplied but efforts to get up suffici- | 
ent steam therein while in the open proved without avail. ie 


Osa SO % 


January 17th; <A blizzard with a 35=mile wind on the plateau airport of 
Great Falls foiled the attempts of the Army pilots to start their motors for 
the flight to Spokane. The temperature was 14 degrees below zero. Snow lashed 
by the wind drifted high about the ships. Officers working on them found it 
necessary to wear lined face masks. Removing his gloves to fasten a bolt on 
his plane, Major Royce's hands froze, but he succeeded in thawing them out in 
time to avoid serious consequences. 

Lieut. Straubel succeeded in starting his plane, but at the cost of a 
frost-bitten face. A physician was attending to Lieut. Underhill's nose which 
was frozen the day before. 

The three Pursuit planes, piloted by Lieuts. Wolf, Warburton and Putt, and 
the Transport with nine mechanics, piloted by Lieut. Shanahan, took off from 
Kalispell at noon and arrived at Spokane. 

There were many cases of frost bites among the personnel held over at 
Great Falls. 


SIRES EEN IRE TL oe INE EE TE 


January 18th: Snow and poor visibility still held the 13 planes over at 
Great Falls. <A broken cylinder in one of the engines of Lieut. Duke's plane 
forced him to remain at Wausau, Wis., to wait for the arrival of a new engine. 


Jamary 19th: Major Royce, leading the flight of 13 planes, arrived at 
Spokane, Wash., at 4:00 p.m., his telegram reporting arrival at destination 
reading as follows; 

"Having battled forces of King Winter ten days and won from them secrets 
of how they intend to aid enemies of United States in war time, the First 
Pursuit rests in Snokanec, Washington, while battle wounds are healed. 

With arrival of Lieut. Bolen, whose motor was treacherously damaged by the 
enery in skirmish at Minot, North Dakota, sevénteen Pursuit planes and one Ford 
Transport now stand definitely on the ice at Newman Lake, fifteen miles cast of 
Spokane. Battered skiis are being repaired, motors looked over, valves checked, 
fabric patched and broken parts replaced as well as can be done in this opera- 
tion of a fighting air unit far away from base of supplied. One pilot and one 
Pursuit plane are still in the enemy's hands. Lt. Rogers in hospital Great 
Falls, Montana, with infected foot, and Lt. Elliott's plane being ill treated by 
blizzards on a bleak Montana hillside. However, this plane will soon be recap- 
tured. New motor has arrived Great Falls, Montana, to be taken by Licuts. 
Elliott and Shanahan in Ford Transport to stranded plane if landing there is 
possible. Douglas Transzort piloted by Lieuts. French and Lowry holds an out- 
post at Minot and awaiting orders. Licut. Duke with burnt out right motor on 
Ford Transport awaits new motor at Wausau, Wis. Observation plane piloted by 
Lieut. Whitehead and carrying Mr. Hans Adamson, representative of Assistant 
Secretary of War F. Trubee Davison, will meet Group along homeward flight, it 
having been hard pressed by the enemy." 





January 20th: Lieut. Bolen departed from Great Falls at 10:00 a.m, and 
arrived at Spokane at 2:30 p.m. 

Lieut. French, pilot of the C~l Transport, was delayed at Sidney, Montana. 
In landing, the axle was broken, necessitating shipment to him of right half 
landing gear. 


January 2lst: In a telegram from Major Royce, sent from Spokane, Wash., 
he stated that,barring violent weather, the First Pursuit Group expects to 
begin the return journey to Selfridge Field on the 22nd. The skiis were re- 
paired in Spokane and all tut two replaced on planes. ‘The planes which required 
engine repairs were flight-tested. It had been contemplated wiring heaters into 
planes for the purpose of facilitating the starting the engines, but it was found 
that plumbers' pots warm engines so well that Group may depend on borrowing them 
from cities where overnight stops are made. 

Major Royce further stated that the pilots were rested and were anxious to 
try new ideas on how to keep warm and see through goggles high above the 
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Rockies and down in canyons ‘tiatinaetes blizzards and 35 below temperatures. He | 


believed the return trip. would: ine more. renee, moomghsaned because af; the. ; 

lessons learned so far.” ipa ix - se ag 
January 22nd: Leaving icaiaiai at 10: 45 a.m. On the first b lee of the te 

turn flight, the. Selfridge Flyers: arrived at Helena, Montana, at 1:45 p.m. 


The late take-off frén Spokane, due to mounting of three skiis and motor start= * 


ing troubles, necessitated abandonment .of the scheduled 35-mile flight .over 
Spokane prior to departure. The flight to Helena was favored: by perfect visi- 
bility all the way across the Rocky Mountains. Extreme cold. was: experienced 
at the high. altitudes it was necessary to attain in order to clear the peaks. 
A temperature of 12 degrees below zero greeted the visitors when they landed | 
at Helens. Plenty of snow was on the ground for landing and take-off. 


Jeenaey 23rd; Meeting the forces ‘of King Winter with a newly found 
weapon, namely, the humble plumbers! fire pot, the First Pursuit, Group gained a 
signal victory in being able to start the motors that morning at Helena in time 
to arrive at Miles City, Montana, via Billings, at 3:30 in the afternoon. At 
Helena these fire pots proved the. best means of warming the motors for starting 
in sub-zero weather. ‘The planes were parked parallel to a spur of the Union 
Pacific Railroad. Half of them were ttarmed by steam lines from a locomotive 


on this spur and the remainder by the fire pots. Starters were broken on four: 


planes, necessitating turning the propellers. by hand. These four were sent 
direct to Miles City without stopping at. Billings, arriving shortly before the 
remaining 1£ ships of the Group and landing on the ice at Rattlesnake Lake. 

4 series of snow stormd from Billings to Miles City forced the Group into 


2% 


echelon formation at a low altitude, - The pilots, however, were growing accus+ © 


tomed to flying through such storms, 

In taxying after landing at-Helena, Lieut. Bolen nosed up shale the right 
skii struck an iron pipe, resulting in breaking the right side of undercarriage 
and propeller. Repairs were made and Lieut. Bolen reached Miles City shortly. 
following. the arrival there of the Group. 


January 24th: When the take-off from Miles city was snide the weather re= 
ports received indicated snow flurries and a ceiling of 1,000 feet. As the 
Group progressed, however,- the visibility.became poorer and the flying danger- 
ous. When four miles east of Beach, North Dakota, the blizzard then raging 
made visibility impossible, and forced landings were made on the farm of A.H. 
Arnold. Lieut, Warburton crashed within a few hundred feet of the farmhouse, 
receiving cuts. about his head. He was: taken to Beach in a wagon sled, no 
automobiles being able to get through on the roads. 

The forced. landings were very difficult to make for all planes, Major: - 
Royce went through: three wire eaten and damaged his plane, a seins dent being 
made in the tail surfacés. 


Yeuieiy Sein The Pursuiters busied themselves salvaging Lieut. Warbur- 
ton's plane and repairing the other planes, “Six pilots, Lieuts. Crawford, 
Straybel,..Sillin, Rhudy;- Underhill and-Wurtsmith, succeeded in starting their 
engines through the use of: »lumbers! fire. pots and left for Bismarck, N. : 
The Army airmen have a high regard for plumbers'- fire pots, claiming that they 
have solved the problem of starting motors in cold weather. 

Lieut, Warburton was sént to the hospital at Fort Lincoln, N.D., suffer- 
ing from shock and cuts: about his face, - especially two. deen cuts on his fore- 


head and one on his chini....Hig plane was found to be a: complete wreck, mich 


worse than Lieut. Warburton!'s injuries would have led one to surmise. The 
blizzard the previous day preventéd a detailed inspection'of: the plane after 
the crash. . Lieut. Warburton remembered nothing of the crash, and it is pre- 
sumed: that. he zoomed hid plane. to avoid the Arnold farmhouse looming up before 
him in the blizzard thich caused him to lose flying speed:and crash on the 
right wing... The stabilizer, tail surface, were good enough to be placed on 
Major Royce's. plane. ‘The instruments, machine gun and one magneto were taken 
from the wreck. What remained was nothing but junk and was permitted. to be 


“hauled away from the Arnold’farm. 


Six of the pilots spent most of the afternoon sewing up the holes in 
Major Royce's ship. The lower. wings were spreaded, and a fence post had gone 
through.the bottom of: tHe fudelage,, The snow was ‘very deep and in drifts. 
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“Fences were taken down in order to moye the hips in the largest open space for 
take-off. Had the blackest of the blizzard overtaken the Group five mimtes 
later, they would have been over the Dakota Bad Lands, and the landing of the 
flight would have proved disastrous. . Landing the previous day in a 40-mile° 
gale, and unable to sce the ground, the windmill,which almost sroved to be the 
undoing of some of the pilots, gave them the. wind Stysotson,:. and all of them 
circling to the left from habit -yrevented collisions. 

‘Installation of anew motor.in the lane which Licut. Elliott was forced 
to land in the mountains,.55 miles east of Fort Benton, Montana, was completed. 
This particular job would make a good story by itself. The Ford: Transport, 
piloted by Licut. Shanahan, which ferried the motor to the stranded ship, 
carried Lieut. Elliott as passenger. The change of motor effected, both planes 
took off from a rather precarious spot in the mountains and reached Great Falls 
at nightfall. : 


YETI AEA LIOCGT 


| Jantary 26th. Tho nine pilots held up near Boach, N.D., succeeded in warm 
ing up thoir motors and took off at. noon for Bismarck, N.D. Half an hour later, 
when over Richardton, N.D., they encountered a snowstorm, necessitating their 
turning back and circling. -Thoy reached Bismarck at 1:20 p.m., serviced their 
planes, lunched and then took off -again, seven of thom reaching Fargo at 4:55 
pem., and Liouts. Rogers and Elliott roaring in five minutes later. 

The six Pursuit plancs, led by Lieut. Crawford, who took off from Bismarck 
soon aftor Major Royco's contingent -arrived, reached Fargo, N.D., at 4:30 p.m. 

Lieyts. French and Lowry, piloting the Douglas Transport equipped with 
wheels, ‘acrived at 4:55 p.m... Leaving Sydney, Montana, in-the morning, they 
passed over the Group near Beach, N.D.s, and were about to make a landing when 
they_were waved on. It was fortunate that the pilot's attention was attracted 
just “before he was preparing to land with his wheels in the snow-drifted field. 
It looked like a good landing field from the air. | 

Licut. Rogers, released from the hospital at Great Falls, joined Lieut. 
Elliott in the take-off at daybreak for Miles City, Bismarck and Fargo. ‘The 
‘Ford. Transport also left Great Falls at daybreak and reached Miles. City just as 
Licuts. Rogers ‘and Elliott wore. leaving for their next stop. 

Lieut. Duke, iloting the Radio. 0-9 Transport, arrived at asionpes ha 
with mpepne. ia poor condition. - 





‘January 27th: Talkin; : off cee Farao. at 10:30 QM » ie First Pursuit 
Group reached: Minneanolis, Minn..,, at 12:30 2 Dsl... cougkoting another leg of the 
Arctic Patrol’ Plight. 

.. .The Forda-Pransport from Bigmarck. ‘reached Fargo just as the Group was pre~ 
paring to take ‘off for Minneapolis and. Joined the flight. Including the dis- 
abled radio plane at Minneapolis,» which avaited the arrival of the Group, all 
but two of the planes which started from Selfridge Field on the long flight 
- were together again in Minneanolis (17 Pursuit planes, two Ford tri-motor Trans- 

ports and the Douglas: Transport) .. The Observation O2-K, piloted by Lieut. 
Whitehead, returned to Dayton,. Ohio. oF 

“The > flight froin Farco was almost blocked by a snowstorm. shortly after the 
take-off. The Grou: .clinbed: over. this, storn, circled until a Hole was found in 
the clouds, and ‘diving’ through -this hole they soon flew out of the storm area 
_ and had clear peathae into Mennospelie save for occasional ‘snow flurries. 
Jamary 88th: Comleting all “the: necessary repairs, the twenty ships - 

1? Pursuit, 3 Transnorts:+ left. Minneanolis shortly after noon-and, favored by 
clear and cold Veather,. landed by 2:45 p.m. on the excellent. airport at Wausau, 
Wisconsin, which was covered with deep snow. . Utilizing the ‘now famous plumbers‘ 
fire pots, no difficulty was exxerienced in starting _ satin, and the planes 
took a on semen Site, 


‘Jamary 29th: the Pursuiters arrived. home (seatetans Field) shortly before 
dark, Fifteer. planes in. tightly packed formation saluted the home field by. pass- 
ing’ in revieir' down’ the: hangar -Line... 

_ The Group left Wausau, Wiscons sin, at 9s 20 am, after starting the motors 
_ promptly’ With the @id of the fire pots. ‘A landing was made at Escanaba, Mich., 
where the planes were serviced and..the pilots lunched. The landing was made on 
an i¢e-coveréd lake which had a mantle of deep snow over it. A three~hours! 
flight brought the pilots to Sclfridge Field. 

Soon after leaving Escanaba, Mich., Lieut. Sillin was forced down at Cooks, 
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Michigan, — to a. Sy connecting rod. 


““Eieut. Elliott landed beside him to 


render whatever assistance he could and toek off later and reached Selfridge - 


Field at six o'clock. 


Lieut. Shanahan, piloting the Ford Transport, arrived at 6: 20 pem, after 


darkness had settled over the field. 


during the day's TLAEAY 


Jamuary 30th; 


Clear and cold weather was encountered 


Lieut. Duke, piloting the Radio Transport, and Lieuts. 


French and Lowry, in ;jthe Douglas C1 Transport, were. sends at Bay City, Mich., 
and arrived at: Selfridge Field at noon. 


February ends 


waning 


His airplane repaired, Lieut. Sillin foes off from Cooks, 
Michigan, and arrived at Selfridge Field at 5:15 p.m. - 


NEW OFFICERS FOR THE AIR CORPS 


As a result of the examination held October 7th to 12th, 54 Air Corps 
Reserve Officers qualified and were appointed second lieutenants in the Air 


Corps, Regular Army. These new appointees are. listed below. 


The majority of 


them were, at the time of their examination, on extended active duty at Air 


Corps fields. 


) Save in the case of Lieut. William A. Schulgen, the station 
assignment of these officers was not changed under their new status. 


Three 


officers were not on active duty status at the time of their appointment, viz: 
Lieuts. Olsen, Rawlins and Wright. 
The new Air. Corps deeinia are listed below, as follows: 





Name 


Home Address © 


millekimauiami 





Anderson, Edward Lansley 
Anderson, Edward paca 
Auton, Jesse = -- 
Baxter, Donald Harvey 
Baylor, Joseph Wiley 
Beatie, Alfred Lot 
Brownfield, Leon Ray 
Burns, Robert Whitney 
Chappelett, Cyril 

Cork, Robert Oswald 
Covington, John Coleman 
Crosher, Kenneth Ross 
Dolan, William Charles 
Egan, John Waldron © 
Farman, Ivan Lonsdale 
Gerhart, John Koehler 
Goetz, Robert William 
Griswold, Francis Hopkinson 
Hegy, Clarence. Frank 
Howze, Harry Whitfield 
Jenkins, Daniel Webster 
Judd, Maurice Warren 
Kennedy , William Leroy 
LeMay , Curtis Emerson 


MacArthur, Earle Thomas Jr, 


Macc, Harold Loring 
eiorun, Robert Shuter. 
Massie, Louis Ellis — 
McLellan, George Brinton . 
Meisenholder, Philo George 
Mills, William Courtney. 
Morgan, William Richard 
Morse, Winslow Carroll 
Monroe, Charles L., Jr. 
Nelson, Sidney John 
Newberry, James, Presnall 
Olsen, Norman Bert 


Glendale, Ohio 

Long Beach, Calif. 
Demossville, Ky. 
Lafayette, Indiana 
Blueficld, West Va. 
Oregon City, Oregon 


' «Fort Riley, Kansas 


Eau Claire, Wismnsin 
Los. Angeles, Calif. 
Detroit, Mich. 
Richmond, Kentucky 
Pasadena, Calif. 
Superior, Wisconsin 
New York City 
Oakland, Calif. 
Chicago, Ill. 

St. Paul, Minn. 
Erie, Penna. 
Hartford, Wis. 
Texarkana, Ark. 
Floydada, Texas. 


Rising City, Neb. 


Beaumont, Texas. 
Columbus, Ohio. 
Boulder, Colorado. 
Lake Helen, Florida. 
Germantown, Pa. 
Summerville, Mo. 

West Palm Beach, Fla. 


Vermilion, S.D. 
_ Mooresville, N.C. 
Hinton, Oklahoma. 


Los Angeles, Calif. 
Ben Avon, Pa. ~* 
Madison, Wis. 


San Antonio, Texas. 
. Chicago, .I11. |; 


~O a 


Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Rockwell Field, Calif. 
Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Mitchel Field, N. Y. 
Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Marshall Field, Kansas. 
Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Rockwell Field, Calif. 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Msrahell Field,: Kansas. 
Mitchel Field, N. Y. 
Rockwell Field, Calif. | 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Rockwell Field, Calif. 
Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Selfridge Field, Mich. 


‘Fort Crockett, Texas. 


Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Rockwell Field, Calif. 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 
Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Maxwell Field, Alabama. 


. Mitchel Field, N.Y. 


Marshall Field, Kansas. 
Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Rockwell Field, Calif. 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Selfridge Field, - Mich. 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 
Selfridge: Field, Mich. . 
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Name Home Address _s—iig# Station Assignment 











.Patteson, Elder : San Diego, Calif. ~~. Rockwell Field, Calif. 
Prince, William Marshall Laurinburg, N.C. Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Pugh, Charles Francis Chevy Chase, Md. Mitchel: Field, N.Y. @ 
. Rawlins, Louis Murray, Jr. ‘Baltimore, Md. . ‘. -Langley Field, Va. a 
Redetzke, Samuel Oswald Wausau, Wisconsin ' Fort Sam Houston, Texas, be 
Ross, Stoyte Ogleby Jacksonville, Fla. . Maxwell‘ Field, Ala.:— 3 
Ryan, John Paul Baltimore, Md. | Langley Field, Va. i 
Ryan, Llewellyn Owen. ' - Elk Point;: South Dakota © Selfridge Field,- Mich. B 
Schulgen, William Alexanier Traverse City, Mich. Selfridge Field, Mich. : 
Shepherd, Albert Wynne Columbus, . Georgia i Maxwell Field; Ala. 
Tellman, Herbert Henry New Salem, N.D. Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Van Auken, Hanlon H. : °° ,Albion, Michigan... Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Vaupre, Louis Adolph . Kalamazoo, Mich...’ ' Selfridge Field, Mich. 
West, Casper Perrin Greenville, §.C. Langley Field, Va. 
White, Daniel Beckett Fort Sam Houston, Tex. Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Wright, Roy Thomas cvire; St. Louis, Mo.” . Marshall Field, Kansas. 
Wright, Stuart Phillips Dallas, Texas. Selfridge Field, Mich. 
; a. —-000-—= ” bs 


-.' CATHEDRAL OF. Tu AIR 


m neb-aneinutan inant. to be: known ‘by ‘the wines title, is to be erected 
by the Amorican Legion and the Amerisan Legion Auxiliary~ Department of New 
Jersey,. As: a- tribute ‘to.self sacrifice and deyoted serviced. a 

The chapel will be of modified Gothic design: ‘The architect, “Paul Phillippe [ 
Cret, of Philadelphia; is a veteran. of four years'; service in the French Army | 
during the World War. The structure is to be erected near Lakehurst, N.J., the 
home of the ill fated U.S.S. SHENANDOAH when she sailed to write her beagio 
chapter in the history of man's conquest .of. the. air. 

. The Honorable Morgan F. iareon, Governor of New Jersey, is Chairman of phe 
Citizens Committee.  — 

The American Legion Momorial Chapel Association of 1706 Packard Building, 

Philadelphia, Pa. will be pleased to answer queries concerning this movement. 
---000-—— 





CAPTAIN a sane anaaieemd FOR MACKAY TROPHY \\ 


. Upon the Sehdneiniithon: of a Board of Air ‘Corns officers, Captain albert 
W. Stevens, Air Corps, has been designated by the War Department to receive the 
Mackay Trophy. 

The Trophy is competed for annually by officers of the United States Army 
under rules made each year by the War Department. In the absence of such con 
test, the Trophy may be’ awarded to the officer or officers who have made the 
most meritorious flight:of the year. As no competition for the Trophy was pro- 
vided for in 1929, the Board recommended the award on the basis as a act 
meritorious flight. 

“Any one of the three major flights’ of, Captain- Stevens was véry mejiticvions,! 
said the President of the Board, Brigadier General William E. Gillnore, Chief 
of the Training and Operations Division of the Air Corps. "The Board is of the 
opinion that the flights of Captain Stevens. during 1929 should be considered in 
the light of a combined achievement, with a material contrivution to the Air 
Corps in particular and to aviation.in general." 

Captain Stevens has long made a study of high altitude flying ‘iad acrial 
photography, including their combination into high altitude and song range — 
photography. 

On: February 27, 1929, with Lieut. Harry Johnson, as pilot, Captain: Stevens 
ascended. to an altitude of 35,611 feet, a record at that time for a biplace | 
airplane. Freed of the responsibility of having to pilot the plane, Captain 
Stevens was thereby enabled to make compléte and accurate notes of the engineer- 
ing and meteorological features of the flight; his data »roving of ‘great: value 
to the Engineering Division of the Air Corps. 

On March 3, 1929, Captain Stevons, in a standard observation plane piloted 
by Licut. John D. Corkille, made night photographs of the Capitol and the White 
House at Washington, D.C, Undaunted by several. mishaps earlies in the evening, 
the pair of flyers kept at their work vntil at 10:45 p.m. with successful re- 
sults... The negatives’ were dropped immediately after exposure, picked up by’ 
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Air Corps officers and telephotoed to all parts of the country. 
The climax of his activities came ‘when“on a 14,000-mile aerial photo- 
graphic tour of the Northwest he made a ~hotograyh of Mt. Rainier from a distare 
of 227 miles. Piloted again by Lieut. ‘Corkille, the Arny' s’export photographer 

spent the summer in’taking some of the most beautiful scenic shotographs ever 
made. Taking off on August 13th, from Bugene, Oregon, and flying over a point 
well south in Oregon, Capt. Stevens was unable to see with his own cyes many of 
the mountain ranges and peaks he hoped’to include in his next »vhotograph. Con- 
sulting his compass and pointing his camera in the direction of Mt. Rainier, he 
made the exposure. The result was remarkable, In the 227-mile picture, the 
Three Sisters Mountains are show in the foreground, 15 miles away, while suc- 
cessively in the distance are Mt. Washington, Taree Fingered Jack, Mt Jefferson, 
Mt. Hood, Mt. St. Helens and Mt. Rainier: 

In the picture, Mt. Rainier, although in reality. higher, apnears lower 
than the other mountains in the foreground, due partly to the curvature of the 


‘ earth's surface. In addition to the photographic data.gained on these long 


distance pictures, it is thought they may yield. important measurements relating 
to the curvature of light rays around the surface of the earth, © 

The military possibilities of being able to ‘shotograph points so far be- 
hind the enemy's lines are apparent.. "Captain Stevens by dint of hard work 
and continued effort has made himself an authority on high altitude conditions 
and aerial photography," said. Major-General James E. Fechet, in reviewing the 
decision of the Trophy Board. "It is typical of’ him that last summer, in at- 
tempting to shicld an intricate aerial camera from a fall, he took a bad fall 
himself and broke his arm rather than allow one of his cameras to suffer harm. 
His hard work and devotion to duty are’a byword in the Air Corps. He has cer- 
tainly made valuable contributions to science as the result of his 1929 


_ flights." 


The Hon. F. Trubce Davison, Assistant Secretary »f War for Aeronautics, 
ayproved the decision of the Board and stated that he concurred, most readily 
in their choice, 

Captain Stevens is stationed at Wright Field, near Dayton, Ohio , ‘where he 
is Chief of the Acrial Photographic Unit of the Mater*vl Division. He was 
born in Meine, March 13, 1886, where he received the degrees of B.S. and M.S. 
at the University of Maine. His home is at Grimes Pass, Boise County, Idaho. 

The Mackay Trophy was presented to the Aero ‘Club of America by Mr. 
Clarence H. Mackay in 1912. The Acro Club of America's successor is the present 
National Aeronautic Association, which acts as custodian of the” Trophy for the 
_ Department. The Tronhy was first awarded in 1912 to Lieut. H.H. Arnold, now 

Major in the Air Corps. It was last awarded to Lieut. Harry: A. Sutton, Air 
“ng for his flight spin tests conducted during 1928. 
---000--~ 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


. Changes of Station: Major John B. Brooks, General Staff, relieved Fob. 23d, 
and to sail from New York City about May 7, 1930, for duty ‘in Philippines. 

Following officers, on duty at stations indicated, to duty in the 
Philippines, sailing from New York City about May 7, 1930%' 

Captain Oliver S. Ferson, Chanute Field, I11.; lst Lieut. Bushrod Hoppin, 
Bolling Field, D.C.; 2nd Lieut. Willard R. Volfinbarger, Langley Field, Va. 

Upon’ completion tour of duty in Hawaiian Department, Captain Harry C. 
Drayton to proceed to Chanute Ficld, Rantoul, I1l., for duty. 

Upon completion of tour of duty in Philippine Department, following-named 
officers to proceed to stations indicated: Captain Charles A. Pursley to Chanute 
Field, Y11.; lst Lieut. Thomas H. Chapman to San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan 
Fiold, Texas; lst Lieut. Howard G. Davidson to lst Balloon Commany, Fort Sill, 





_Oklahoma; 1st Lieut. Winfield S. Hamlin with Air Corns troops, Fort Sill, Okla.; 


1st Lieut. Bayard Johnson to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio; lst Lieut. Oakley G. 
Kelly to Air Corps Training Center, Duncan Ficld, Texas; lst Lieut. Augustine 
F. Shea to Bolling Field, D.C.; 2nd Lieut. Clarence S. Irvine to March Field, 
Riverside, Calif. 

ist Lieut. Richard K. Lebrou to Rockwell Field, Calif., upon completion 
tour of duty in Panama Canal Devartment. 

lst Lieut. Lester M. Rouch to Primary Flying School, March Field, Calif., 
upon completion tour of duty in Philippines. 

end Lieut. F. Edgar Cheatle, Brooks Field, to Hawaiian Department, sailing 
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from San Francisco about May 1; 1930. 

Colonel Charles H. Danforth, Selfridge Field, to Washington, D.G.,. 20F 
duty in Office of the Chief of Staff. , 

Lieut.-Col. Roy C. Kirtland from duty as a member of the War Department 
General Staff and to Chanute Field, Il1l., for duty as Commanding Officer. 

lst Licut. Arthur G. Hamilton, Selfridge Field, Mich. to Chanute Field. 

Cantain Grandison Gardner annointed as Assistant Commandant, Air Corps 
Engineering School, Wright Field, vice Capt. Edgar P. sorenoen,; to be relieved 
about May 1, 1930. 

lst Lieut. Robert H. Finley, Chanute Ficld, to Hawaiian Denartment, sailing 
from New York City about May 28, 1930. 

end Lieut. Arthur J. Lehman, Brooks Field, to Panama toni Department, 
sailing from New York City about June 12, 1930. 

lst Licut. Isaiah Davios, Richards Ficld, Mo., to ienitiins Ficla, Va., re~ 
porting to Commandant of Tactical School for duty not later than Sept. 1, 1930, 

Capt. Wm.. B. Wright, Jr., Rockwell Field, Calif., to Richards Field, Mo., 
July 1, 1950, for duty with Organized Reserves, 7th Corps Arca. 

Upon completion. of-tour of duty in Philippines, end Lt. George L. Murray 
to March Field, Calif. -Previous orders in his case revoked. 

lst Lieut. Robert W. Douglass, Jr., from Brooks Field to Air Corps Train- 
ing Center, Duncan Field, Texas. , 

lst Lieut. Eugene C. Batten, Rockwell Field, Calif., to Walter Recd 
General Hospital, Washington; for observation and treatment. 

lst Lieut. Russell L. Williamson, upon completion of tour of duty in 
Hawaiian Department, to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

Upon completion of present courses of instruction at Air Corns Technical 
School, Chamute Field, Ill., following-named officers to procced to stations 
indicated for duty: lst Lieut. Aubrey M. Ballard to Selfridge Field, Mich.; lst 
Lt. John M. McCulloch, 2nd Lt. Lindsay M. Bawsel to Mitchel Field, N.Y.; lst Lt. 
Henry H. Reily, 2nd Lts. Roland 0.S. Akre and James G. Pratt to Langley Field, 
Va.; 2nd Lts. Josenh H. Atkinson, Leo W. Desrosiers, Herbert C. Lichtenberger to 
Air Corps Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas; 2nd Lt. Ford L. Fair to Fort 
Crockett, Texas; lst Lt. James W. Spry, end Lts. James §. Stowell, Robert L. 
Schoenlein and George H. Sparhawk to Air Corps Technical School, Chanute Field, 
I1ll.; end Lt. Narcisse L. Cote to Maxwell Field, Alabama;. 2nd Lt. Claire Stroh 
to Air Corns troops, Fort. Sill, Okla. 

Promotions: Major Frank M. Andrews to Lieut.-Col., rank January 13, 1930. 

Major Oscar Westover to Eieut.-Colonel, rank January 13, 1930. 

lst Lieut. Theodore J. Koenig to Cantain, rank from Sept. 4, 1929. 

ist Lieut. Grandison Gardner to Cantain, rani from Sept. 19, 1929. 

lst Lieut. Alvan C. Kincaid to Captain, rank from Sept. 19, 1929. 

lst Lieut. Omer 0. Niergarth to Captain, rank from October 2, 1929. 

lst Lieut. Roderick N. Ott.to. Captain, rank from November 4, 1929. 

end Lieut. Leonard H. Rodieck to lst Lieut., rank from September 14, 1929. 

end Lieut. John L. Hitchings to lst Lieut., rank from September 16, 1929. 

end Lieut. George H. Stecl to Ist Lieut., rank from Sentember 19, 1929. 

end Lieut. Edward H. Vhite to lst Lieut., rank from October 5, 1929. 

end Lieut. Villiam 0. Eareckson to lst Lieut., rank from October 19, 1929. 

end Lieut. Richard VW. Gibson to lst Lieut., rank from October 25, 1929, 

end Lieut. Ralph E. Fisher to lst Lieut., rank from November 27, 1929. 

end Licut. John R. Hawkins to lst Lieut. rank from November 16, 1929. 

Relieved from duty in Air Corps: 2nd Lieuts. Idward BE. Hempstead to the 
Philippines; Ward T. Abbott to Ingincers, Fort Sam Houston, Texas; Harrison V. 
Davison to end Cavalry, Fort Riley, Kansas; John L. Hornor to Q.M. Corps, 2nd. 
Division, Fort Sam Houston; ;Texas; 2nd Lieut. Wayland H. Parr, Coast Artillery, 
to Hawaiian Department; Bruce D. Rindlaub, Mngineers, to Fort Logan, Colorado; 
Philip W. Merrill to 2nd Infantry, Fort ‘Brady, Mich. 

Transferred to the Air Corps: 2nd Lieut. Frank F. Everest, Jr. Field. 
Artillery, Nov. 21, 1929, rank from June 9, 1928. 

2nd Lieut. James F. Olive, Jr., Infantry, Nov. 21,:1929, with rank from 
June 9, 1929. 
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NOTES Sa ae FIELDS 


Langley Ficld, Va. s pone elst.: ole: 

“You'd just about think everybody is dead dom hore. “To reccived nes 
items from only two sources, but accorcing to a recent “check by your corres jon- 
dent we have all of cight (or maybe its ten - ‘onc or two may have been hiding) 
or.anizations on the post which rust have had something of interest. haypen even 





if it wad done quictly. However, one or two little things are mown. For 
instanco, Corley got married!  Yos, Corley ‘licDarnent! a hin ~ all nicely 
marricd anc. scttloc dowm. He. marriod Miss. Miner Tomlinson of Nowsort News, Va., 


‘on January 4th. ‘Thoy haive just returned from Now York and are occupying quar- 
‘ters on the field. Our best wishes for their every hannincss. 


Langley Ficlad is to havo a band, a real hones st to goodness band all its 
om. We all sort of nerked up a little whon we heard that. It shoulc arrive 
about the latter vart of this month, and will be assigmed to the Second 
Doribarcnent Grow. Yon! t the old Group be some pumpkins with a band! 

And thon wo're going to have talkies! -Yos, Sir; right here on the post! 
The oquipnent is being installed now and there is hope that they. will be in full 
blast (and how) by the middlo of Fobruary. No fooling, this is gotting to be a 
regular post! 

For the third su¢cessivo voar the Choney Award Doard selocted one of the 
personnel of this ficld to reccive the Cheney Award, the versonnel thus honored 


bei ali — 
Master Sergeant Harry Chapman ---------- 1927 
lst Lieut. (then 2nd Lt.) Uzal G. Int --1928 
2nd Lieut. Ww. A. Matheny RS SRAM EPI 


The : 20tice of the selection of Licut. Vathony, to receive this Avard reads- 
"For heroic conduct on August 30, 1929; néar Mandgua, Wicaragua, in attempting 
to rescue lst Licut. Dricht Conficld, A.C., fron burning." ~~ 

The entire personnel of ‘the ficld te: aders to Licut. Mathony “their heartiest 
con, ratulations for having qualified eat ‘recoive this honor. 

96th Zombardnent Squadrons m2, A.C. No. 29-36, arrived from Duffalo, 





New York, January 6th, moking a total a nine Condors in this organization at 
the present time. Licut. Acans, Gro up Operations Officer, denarted for cuffalo, 


N.Y., on the 8th to ferry back 2-2 No. 29-37. Sergeant Mendel accormanied hin 
as crew chicf. ors 

: Several formations Have been flown auring the mast weelz. © The Condors 
‘iled wo 22‘hours, 40 minutes on the 9th, in addition to several hours of nicht 
flying. To brealc the : monotony they ¢ all took’ off one afternoon a short time 
aco and did a beautiful job of formation flying ina heavy rain with a ceiling 
of 500 feet. 

The building botteen ‘the hangars has boen corisleted and is now occunicd 
by the Armament, Radio and Air Cors ‘supply sui-siock room. The temporary 
quarters occupied by these sections have been removed from the hangar. 

Master Sergeant Salanslzy returned on the 17th from ninety days' furlough. - 
The Sergeant will retire during the. latter part of February. 

The Squadron basketball team, under the able sunervision and excellent 
coaching of Licut. Power, won its second gane of the sea ason in a .s ectacular 
contest with the formidable’ Grou Headquarters quintet. ™xcellent guarding on 
the part of McKinney and ‘the team's splendid cooneration was largely res»on- 
sible for this. hair’ the dari: horse nlays devoloved in the last few days and 
he team's natural agcressiveness,. the acquisition of the cun is no longer a 
nebulous supposition tas rather a strong apunwass ty: 

* 19th Airshi; > Comany: Rain and high winds’ harmered the. flying activities 





of this Soahianthiie during the past week, ‘and consequently only four flights 


were made. Two reconnaissance flights and one radio and compass test flight 

were flovm on the 10th in the TC-6, anda test flight in the T#-2, which has 

just been repaired, was made on’ the’ 15th, Lieut. Ent corducting the test. 
The 19th Taskotball squad finishod the first half of the season with a 


_ 500 average, Winning three and losing the same number. However: they feel 
that: they have had some bad breaks, including a lato start anda fow crippled 


players. With these handicaps overcome thoy expect to finish well up among 
the leaders. 


‘Dolling Field, D.C., January 16th. 





Four planes of the Connecticut National Guard stayed at Tolling the night 
of Jamary 10th and left carly the next morning for Miami. The flight was 
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under tho corrmand of Major Johnson, Connecticut National Guard. 

Licut. Phillips Melville, Air Corps, recently apnointed Assistant Military 
Attache for Air to Cuba, was at Dolling Ficld on January end on his way to 
Havana. He was flying a Vousht Corsair. 

The Curtiss "Tanager", which recently won the Guggenhein $100, 000 Safety 
vrize, was at rolling Field on January 10th and llth, where it was tested by 
several Air Corps officers. : 

Licut. . Gaines, Air Corps test silet.ot the Curtiss plant in New York, was 
at colling for several days. Ee was ferrying a Sikorsky dmphibian to Wright 
' Ficld. Several of the officers at the field took advantage of the onnortunity 
to test this »lanc. 

Licut. Morricl: led a flight of four P-1's over Arlington Cemetery on a 
Jamary 2nd during the funeral of the late Lieut. Langhorne VW. Motley, Air Corns, & 
Other members of the flight were Cantain Taker, Licuts. Hicks and Stranathan. : 

With good weather, the new addition to the Onerations. Office should soon 
be completed. 


Morshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, iin 13th. 

One day last month Lieut. M.C. Robinson took off into the. wind, ak the 
>roper time with altitude adjustment closed; smoothly flew training mission 
adout the post without coming nearer than ten feet from any Cavalryman"s head; 
did not barrel roll or loop the "H"; came in without endangering other ships, 
making a.three point landing; taxied up to the line, ran the gas out and cut 
both switches. In the afternoon he took a cross-country and. returned before 
dark....one day. 

The holiday season's fair weather now. rebounds ‘mith blasts’ of: fary from 
Dilly Hells coldest side. Zero weather is here,. as is always the case when 
pilots’.of. the squadron have ships to ferry to Fairfield... God bless Lieut. 
Pirtle; God bless Licut. Wright, who are on their way from Dayton with an "KE". 

"None but the brave deserve. the air," chirns Lieut::C.2.:Gilger, as he 
takes: off in a'DT+1 for Scott Field with the thernoneterat ‘tio. above. He 
would gain the title of the Maskless Marvel of Meteorolozy, -but when he returned 
,to Fort Riley his face turned white, then black, .then yartly. fell off. "Ho hun, 
‘ what’ price glory! Guess I'll wear a face mask." P.O. night venture his face 
looks better now. Mice lx MAB: prec Svat ‘S, 

, Like every place else, it was fogcy for two weelts in December at. Marshall 
Field. . . 

Lieut. Ralph O. Drownfield announces ‘he desires. .nd. more. x-country over 
one nite duration. Really it is irmossible to. keep an. Anerican Air. Corns home 
successfully an intact on a longer absence; 

During Christmas weelz, Lieut. and Mrs. Dolan’ visited woke paterael. 
domicile in San Antonio - "Land of pernetual sunshino. " mani? clown, laff! 
Despite the heavy snow, they had an. enjoyable» Visiteci.. f 

Jack Frost Hix, versatile man of many acéonplishnonts, Local: dvenidtte hit, 
cabinet maker, bronze metal worker and supply efficer, is. a dog. fancier ‘and 
trainer as well. The place will soon o. re. with police. .uppies. Hix's 
big problem is oeying fleas off Master. .?.0. advises he. our some "jumping 
powder" on dog's back and then sprinkle with paid. ~ + Shams: get drunk and throw 
‘rocks: at one another. 

' - P.0.'s room mates all buying dianond rings. reining ‘soitite. of organiza- 
tion. Getting so tight they won't even rinse out the shaving brush any more. 

The Licutenants Pirtle, Donal and. the two:Drowmfields all. seem pleased 
and: haypy with: wedded life... Did ja:ever hear about that aviator ‘who was so 
pleased with his wedding he could hardly wait for the next? 

Lieut. Carl .N. Olson, Air Corns Reserve;.fron Galesburg, Ill., requested 
auiother year's active duty. Hove he gets it. anes is.a- db saaa influence for good 
aaeye| the paid of: the younger pilots. 





or ERE Sg ly squadron school? » tut cay ‘you dare tell: any. dristructor that his 
voice was monotonous? Not I; why-classcs are : >: Just. ‘Like a drean to me. Have to 
gO to slecp:to apdreciate 'on, 

‘Lieut. and: Mrs. Charles T. Slow entertaiaed several nenibers. of the Air 
tee ie with a buffet: dinner. . Seed 

Captain and Mrs. Ross F. Cole sineiieabinad the ‘officors and ladies. of the 
Squadron with a dinnor. 

Major and Mrs. Robert E.M. Goolrick entertained the officers and. ladies of 
the squadron with -& tea on. Tew Year's Day. ee 
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Licut. and Mrs. Lloyd Tarnett ontertained several members of the Squadron 
and Cavalry School with a dinner on New Year's eve. — 

The Squadron bowling team won the enlisted ments tournament of the post. 
The teari consists of Master Sercseant Arnold Ruef (Captain), Sergeant Opal 
Henderson, erivates, lst Class, Joseph J. Dberling, Josevh Colosi, Oldson and 
Hayden. Those boys surely lmow their pins. 

The officers' team did not hurl such a mean ball in their first scents 
with the officers of the end Cavalry on January 6th. Lieut. Darnett just can't 
whip his amateur material into shape. 

The General ordered that such personnel stay on the post during the holi- 
days as was necessary to take care of the horses. Out of sympathy the Air Corps 
remained on duty too, even tho we have only a few horses at Marshall Field now. 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., January 16th. 





Major Carl Spatz, Group Commander, is the high ranking squash player among 
the Rockwell Field officers at the conclusion of the round-robin tournament 
which lasted four months. Other leaders are Lieuts. D.D. Graves, J.B. Mallory 
and E.C. latten. 

~ound for the annual Ingineering-Supply Conference at Wright Field, Dayton. 
Ohio, Major A.L. Sneed, Commanding Officer of the Rockwell Air Depot; Lieut. 

R. Taez, Jr., Chief Ingineer Officer; Lieut. C.P. Kane, Depot Susply Officer, 
and Lieut. E.M. Robbins, Station Supply Officer, left Rockwell Field via rail 
on January 9th. 

_ Planning to compete in another round-robin squash tournament, scheduled 
to last several weeks , sixty officers have been divided into four teams for the 
play, with Major Spatz, Lieuts. Graves, Mallory and latten as captains. 

_ ‘The llth Combardment Squadron tas awarded a team trophy emblematic of the 
Rockwell Field indoor baseball championship. The 95th Pursuit Squadron and 
Hqrs. 7th combardment Group ran the winners a chose race. 

Colonel H.J. Drees, Corps Area Inspector, 9th Corps Area, arrived at 
Rockwell Field January 13th to make the annual inspection and survey of the 
field and the Air Depot. 

Captain Orlo H. Quinn, formerly of March Field, stopped at Rockwell Field 
for a day or two enroute to his new station at San Antonio, Texas. 

Captain M.A. McFadden, Cénstructing Quartermaster at Rockwell Field, was 
relieved from further duty at this station and assimed to Maxwell Field, 
Montgomery, Ala., sailing from San Francisco February lst. 


Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, January 16th. 

Mr. John J. Ide, foreign representative of the National Advisory Committee 
for Aeronautics, stationed at Paris, France, lectured at the Materiel Division 
in December on European Progress in Aeronautics. Several days were svxent here 
by Mr. Ide in consultation with the various engineers on aircraft development 
at the field. 

Lieut. Ennis C. Whitehead with Captain A.H. Thiessen, in charge of meteoro- 
logical work, made a flight fron Wright Field to Pittsburgh and Middletown, Pa., 
for the purnose of inspecting and advising upon proposed new meteorological 
stations to be situated over the mountains. 

Captain Willis Hale and Lieut. C.E. Archer were visitors at the Materiel 
Division during December, having flowm in for consultation on engineering 
matters. ; , 

Drigadier-General >.D. Foulois, Chief of the Materiel Division, Majors H.H. 
Arnold, C.W. Howard and 0.2 Echols attended a meeting of the Aircraft Procure-— 
ment Doard in Washington the latter part of December. 

Major J.E. Fickel was welcomed back to his desk December 28th after a two 
weeks! absence due to an attack of influenza. The Major has cormletely 
recovered. , 

Major EH. H. Arnold made an extended flight through the west the last of the 
year for the inspection of various air depots. 

Lieut. George W. Goddard, formerly connected with the Aerial Photographic 
Unit of the Division, spent several days here during the holidays on detached 
service. 

Major E.L. Hoffman left December 3lst for ‘Drooks Field to confer with offi- 
cers upon parachutes,in use there. = ie 

dnong. the Wright Field force who attended the Army-Navy Conference for the 
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standardization of aircraft parts were Lieut. F.0. Carroll, J.a. Roche, R.L. 
Schumaker, Park M. Sutton, J.°. Johnson, A.F. Senart, Gay R. Marlay. 

Cantain George S. Warren, formerly of Scott Field, arrived at Wright Field 
in December for duty and was assignec to the Industrial Var Plans Section. 

Lieut. James G. Taylor revorted for duty on December 9th and was assigned 
to the Airplane Dranch. Licut. Taylor's former station was Marshall Field, Kans, 

Licut. imnis C. Whitehead left on January 6th for Selfridge Field to accom 
pany the First Pursuit Group as officer in charge of supply and engineering 
matters on their winter maneuvers. He flew an O2-H airplane. 

Lieut. W.W. White left for Garden City, Long Island, N.Y., January 3rd to 
consult with the Curtiss Company concerning a new pursuit plane being construct- 
ed for the Air Corps. 

Captain J.Y. York, Jr., left for Washington January 10th to attend the War 
Departnent Cormodity Mecting on the rubber supnly. 

Captain iwichard Coupland, of the Orcnance Department, fornerly stationed 
at the Materiel Division, was a recent visitor here. He brought with him Major 
J.L. Hatcher of the Ordnance Department who is to be stationed here for duty 
with the Armament Tranch. 


luke Field, T.H., January 13th. 

A training flight from this station took off at 8:30°a. m., December 9th; 
for the Island of Hawaii. This flight carried the largest personnel of any 
inter-island mission during 1929. Catain Raymond E. O'Neill, flight corimander, 
was accompanied by the following pilots: Lieuts. Carl W. Pyle, L.?. Holcomb and 
Edgar T. Noyes, flying three L=-5's; Captain Calvin 2. Giffin, Licuts. Thonas 
L. Gilbert and Richard H. Dean, piloting three ammhibian nlanes; Captain George 
P. Johnson, Lieuts. Angier H. Foster and Fred §. Stocks avi three Martin 
~ombers. Major Daehr, an artillery officer; Lieut. Kuhn, Q.M.C., and Lieut. 
Thompson, C.A.C., were passengers. 

The Trans-Pacific Fokker left for Hilo the next day on an inspection trip 
of the Devartment Air Officer. Including the nine planes from luke Field and 
the Fokker from Wheeler Field, the entire »ersonnel totaled 40. 

Major Maxwell Kirby, Captain Frank H. Pritchard and Lieut. Thomas M. Lowe, 
flying three arphibian “lanes and accormanied by Lieut. 2.2. Gillesnie, Sergeant - 
Yonconish and Sergeant Stolte, left Iwke Field Dec. 18th for the Island of 
Kauai, returning two days later. 

The USAT CAM-2AT and the SS EMPRISS OF CANADA wore greeted with Aloha 
flights as they entered Honolulu harbor during December. 

Iuke Field aud Wheeler Field are exnecting an increase in ‘officers’ during 
Jamuary when the USAT SOMME and CHATEAU THIERRY arrive. _. ee 

The Iuke Field Chandelle met at the Young Hotel during -the-month of . 
December at which time the Wooden Tronhy described in the last issue of the 
News Letter was presented to the six »ilots who landed armhibian planes on this’ 
field with the wheels up. Each pilot has an individual handle placed upon this 
trophy. Lieut. R.R. Drown officiated as master of ceremonies and those present 
had a very enjoyable evening . 

Lieut. George V. MePilce was Granted leave of absence for 30 days, leaving 
for the mainland on the January trans»vort. 

Lieut. Mark D.S. Steenson left for Schofield Tarracks to take the course 
for cooks and bakers. 

Licut. Carl VW. Pyle has been endorsed for the ost of Department of 
Cormerce Inspector of Acronautics for the Territory of Hawaii. 

Lieut. James F.J. LDarly returned to Iuke Field for duty, hatistnnd finished 
the course for cooks and bakers at Schofield Tarracks. 

Iuke Field and Wheeler Field will receive over 175 recruits during the 
month of January. 

Lieut. Roland Kieburtz, who is in command of the recruit detachment, is 
preparing to instill into these men the true character of a soldier and tis ’ 
them for further cuty. in the Air Corns. 

The above number of recruits is the lar¢: ‘est con isignment of: men ever re- 
ceived in the Hawaiian Department for the Air Corps. 

Iuke Field enjoyed a wonderful season in snorts, ‘bringing to the attention 
of the whole Havaiian Department that the Air Corps has athletes as well as 
Dilots. 

Our natators cantured the triangular swimming meet held in the Army and 
Navy "YX" on the afternoon of December llth. ‘thé Iuke Field team won 35 -0ints, 
closely followed by Fort De Russy with 34. The Fort Kamehameha agsregation 

~44 V-5980, A.C. 











ANS 


om 


Yr, 
Fel 








took the remainins 10 points as their share and finished in third place. 

Sergeant Morris Aubree, 72nd rombardment Squadron, Iuke Field, T.H., won 
the 5—mile marathon race around Diamond Head. This race is an annual event, and 
the best civilian and service men compete for the beautiful fold medal present- 
ed the winner each year. In addition to the medal, a large trophy is held with 
the names of the winners cngraved thereon. This trophy is to go to the man who 
wins first place in the marathon for three years in succession. Sergeant Aubree 
is making room among his 60 medals and 9 trozhies for this loving cup. His tine 
on this tiresome grind was 28 1 aimates, 41-2/5 seconds. The official record is 
27 minutes and 40 seconds. 

The. inter-squacron smokers held during the month were attended with keen 
interest, each boxing card seening to upset the prearranged dope. In the final 
smoker between the squadrons which was held January 8th, the edrd Tombardment 
Squadron came from the third position to first place. Asher, Koss and Krug 
won their engagements in a most exciting and thrilling way. Fetzko of the 4th 
Observation Squadron gave Koss a real fight, and four rounds had to be fought 
in order to decide the winner. Asher had little difficulty in beating his man, 
Moore, a 7end fighter, let him have all he had, tut retired without the bacon. 
Krug had a tough time in winning his fight over Criss, atiother 4th Squadron 
man, and this fight had to go four rounds in order, that the three judges could 
Give a winning decision. 

Lieut. Dulligan will give the maulers a week!s rest and then the Ike 
Field team will be picked to represent us in the Navy Sector season starting 
February lst. 

The results of the inter-squadron season are as follows: 


e3rd Dombardment ¢quadron - - - - 510 points 
4th Observation Squadron ---- 490 " 
end Tombardment Squadron - --- 450 " 
65th Service Sqaadron------ 70 " 
Staff Section ---------- o00.—C tl” 


The rmch discussed and fought for Kuntz-Moses Trophy will go to the 4th 
Observation Squadron, which organization won the majority of points in Volley - 
ball, Swimming, Tasketball and Toxing. 

Snore of the 65th Service Squadron, present holder of the Lightweight 
Championship of the Hawaiian Devsartment, is in perfect condition and is anxious 
to get his gloves on again to defend this coveted title for Ine Field. 


San Antonio Air Devot, Duncan Field, Texas, January o7th. 





Major H. H. Arnold, Chief of the Field Service Section, Materiel Division, 
returning from the Vest Coast to Wright Field in an 0-32, stopped over for a 
visit and inspection here on Jan. 5th and 6th, resuming his journey on the 6th 
via Hat Tox Field, Muskogee, QAclahoma. 

An important item of news was inadvertently omitted from our last contri- 
bution: Lieut. and Mrs. Charles E. Thomas, Jr., of this Depot, are the proud 
parents of a bouncing baby boy, Robert William, who arriwed December 27th. 

On January 8th the Depot received a visit from Captain Juan de la Torre, 
Flight Surgeon, accompanied by Sergeant Campuzano, Cuban Army, who were inter- 
ested in viewing the operation of our Engineering Shops. 

Captain Christovher W. Ford, A.C. (DOL), on duty at Hqrs. First Corps 
Area, Loston, Mass., was a visitor here January 9th to obtain and ferry back to 
the Doston Airvort a PI-dA airplane. 

The annual Engineering and Sunply Conference of the Materiel Division at 
Wright Field, Jan. 13th to 17th, was attended by the following officers of this 
Depot: Major A.W. Robins, Commanding Officer; Lieuts. E.V. Harbeck, Assistant 
Engineer Officer; C.E. Thomas, Jr., Depot and Station Supply Officer, and L.S. 
Webster, Asst. Depot Supply Officer, all of whom revort most interesting and 
helpful sessions of the conference and an enjoyable visit. 

The following airplanes and engines were overhauled and repaired in the 
Engineering oh ag ena of the Denot during December, 1929; 

Airplanes: Overhaul - 10 A-3, 2 02. 1 02-C, 2 O2-H, 2 O2-K. 1 DH-4M-cP, 

2 DH-4M-2&, 1 Pl-D, 1 PI-F, 5 PILSA, total 27. Miscellaneous ‘Repair: 1 NDS-4, 
1 02, 1 O2-H, 1 PT-3A, total 4, 

Engines; Major overhaul — 319 Curtiss p12, 8 Wright J~5, total 27. Minor 
overhaul - 17 Liberty, 3 Wright J-6, total 20. 
~45~ vV~5980, A.C. 











40th Division Aviation, California National Guard: 


‘The -115th Observation Squadron, based at Griffith Park Airvort, Los Angeles, 
_ Calif., is well launched in its training program for the coming year. Recon- 
naissance missions and-aerial sketches are being made daily by the personnel: of 
the Squadron, while the Sunday. drill periods are being monopolized by the Opera- 
tions Office in a solid schedule of photogravhic and radio missions. The enlis 
ed personnel has been olishing up on the use of the pistol, and within a week 
or so. are to go on the range. Deen mttering among the pilots indicated that 
shortly the local taxpayers are to be favored with dividends in the form of some 
hot formations of 0-2's and O-17's. . 

Recently the Squadron.had a small part in the hunt for three high school 
students, lost in the mountains on a hike to Mt. Wilson, north of Pasadena. One 
ship and pilot were on duty for two days, and although the hikers were not 
located from.the air, they were found safe but suffering from exposure by a 
ground searching party. 

' The flying equipment, all in food shape and on the line, now eiabube of 
2 PI-l's, 3 O-17's, 1 O20, 2 O-2H's and 1 02K. 

Ye have recently had assigned to us a brand new Flight Surgeon ~ Captain 
Elmer E. Langley. Captain Langley was formerly with the Washington National 
Guard Aviation but couldn't resist the call of Southern California. 

effective Jamary 18th, lst Lieut. George Sherwood was promoted to the 
grade of Captain, A,C., California National Guard, vice Captain Harry Claiborne, 
transferred to the Reserve. Captain Sherwood is in command of the 115th’ Obser- 
vation Squadron. during the temporary absence of Major Jeffers, who’ is in the 
cast on leave. 

The following-named officers recently joined the Squadron: 

end Lieut. Cyril Chanpellet, graduated October, 1929, from the Brooks - 
Kelly course. 

end Lieut. Clifford R. Gard, from lst Lieut., Air Reserve. 

end Lieut. Harry EB. Gillmore, from March Field, Class of March, 1928. 

2nd Lieut. Walter C. Maxey, from Brooks Ficld, graduated 1925. 

The official strength of the Squadron is now 16, including our medico. 

Pardon our gloat, but.a little undercover work has resulted in the attend- 
ance record of the Squadron going into the list of "Honor Cormanies" of the 
40th Division. We have been working toward this result for some time, and 
esprit de corps did the work. We intend to keen up the record, and our atten- 
dance record will stay up with the cooperation showm thus far. 
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